
2200 Pound World Record 
Squash

The Season I Was Hoping For

Joe Jutras



Patch 
Steaming

-April 10th

-SIOUX steam unit

-RI rental for 
farmers

-Cuts down on 
weeding

-Reduces 
nematodes, fungi, 
pathogens, and 
insects



Seed 
Selection

-Three pumpkins 
for the high tunnel

-Focused on the 
2365 Wolf x 1109 
Jutras F2 crosses:

-1203 Mace

-920 Jutras

-10 seeds 
each



April 14th

Soil temperature 
at 6 inches down

-Well rested patch 
for 8 years

-Former veggie 
garden

-Cover cropped 
with rye, mustard, 
or grass



April 21

Acclimating young 
plants to the 
outdoor conditions



April 30

After a week in the 
patch, they have 
grown quite a bit.



April 30

Styrofoam coolers 
were used to keep 
it warm at night. 
No heating cables 
were used 
whatsoever.



May 1
Unni outdoor 
thermometer:

-wireless

-4.5” display

-hygrometer

-thermostat

-humidity

-330’ range

-Amazon $26



May 7

Notice the area 
that was steamed: 
weed free, 
compared to the 
area that wasn’t!



May 7

Ten 6 x 8 foot 
greenhouses each 
housing two plants 
each.



May 21

The first green 
squash to show 
up!



June 2

Only the plants 
with green fruit 
stay. I took out 
plants that grew 
orange fruit.



June 2

The 920 plant that 
grew the 2200 was 
very prolific!



June 6

OH MY GOD! It’s 
time to break out 
the spray!



June 21

A nice 5 lobe 
blossom that grew 
the 2200 pound 
squash



June 21

The plant was a 
“Fertile Myrtle”! I 
kept the first one 
at 17 feet out.



June 25

Here is the 
eventual 2200 at 4 
DAP



June 28

At one week old, I 
have a nice 
S-curve. The fruit 
sits atop a 
plywood sandwich 
between two 
pieces of mill 
fabric.



July 13

22 DAP and taping 
at 324 pounds



July 13

25 DAP and 346 
pounds. I am liking 
the shape of this 
fruit. This is also 
from the 920 and 
eventually 
weighed 1611.5 
pounds.



July 18

27 DAP and 518 
pounds. I am liking 
the shape and 
color of this fruit!



July 18

This is the 1611.5 
fruit off the 920, 
and a much 
different shaped 
fruit Day 30: 515 
pounds.



July 28

37 DAP: 1040 
pounds and fruit 
looking great!



August 5

44 DAP: 1339 
pounds. The fruit 
is starting to grow 
as a bird bath with 
the blossom end 
up.



August 25

64 DAP: 1781 
pounds. I used this 
rain shelter to 
keep the blossom 
dry.



August 25

The eventual 
WR’s stem end 
with a nice shiny 
green color.



Sept 22

Just picked the 
small 920 fruit 
grown on a 425 
square foot plant.



September 
23

Durham Fair 
weighoff

Picked 97 DAP

1611.5 pounds



October 1

The forecast was 
calling for frost!

I fought to the end!



October 10

It’s always nice to 
have help on 
picking day!

Thanks to Gene, 
Ron and Jim!



October 11

There’s more to 
weighoffs than just 
pumpkins and 
squash!



October 11

2200 World 
Record!

Frerichs 
Farm

Thanks everyone! 
It was a great ride!


