2026 INTERNATIONAL GROWERS’ CONVENTION AGENDA

Presented by The Great Pumpkin Commonwealth and Utah Giant Pumpkin Growers

All Times listed are Mountain Standard Time Zone

FRIDAY March 6th, 2026
EVERYONE IS WELCOME!

1:00-4:00 PM Registration and check-in (Location: Hotel lobby Floor 1)

5:00 PM-12:00 AM GPC Friday Meet and Greet: Open to all (Location: Trofe Restaurant Floor 1)

6:30-7:00 PM Welcome remarks and GPC Regional Olympic Games! (Location: Trofe Restaurant and

patio Floor 1) Growers and teams compete in the Pumpkin Olympiad to earn medals and bragging rights!

7:30-8:00 PM Breakout session hosted by Jacob Marintzer: Considerations When Growing Near

Agricultural Operations (Location: Theater room 2nd floor)

8:00-8:30 PM Breakout session: Greenhouse Growers Panel Featuring Luca Stockl, Jacob Marintzer,

Dave Chan & Russ Pugh (Location: Theater room 2nd floor)

9:00-9:30’ish PM Live Auction with Nick Mccaslin (Location: Trofe Restaurant Floor 1)

SATURDAY March 7" 2026
FARAkERR*Registration table opens at 8:00 AM floor 2 lobby ** ¥+ * 4

BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ENTRANCE TO MORNING SESSION

9:00- 9:15 AM Welcome to the GPC International Growers’ Convention! (Location: Floor 2)

9:15 am - 10:15 AM Speaker — Dr. Mohammed Sadiq, MD: Controlled Chaos: The Psychology of
Giant Pumpkin Growing

10:15 -11:15 AM Speaker — John Taberna, Soil Scientist, owner of Western Laboratories:Why
I Can’t Beat My Own Records: The Three Too-Muches

11:15 am — 12:15 PM Speaker — Harry Kreeft, Nematologist and Plant Pathologist, Western Laboratories:
Atlantic Giant Pumpkin Diseases: Above and Below Ground



12:15-1:30 PM Lunch Break

BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ENTRANCE TO AFTERNOON SESSION

1:30—2:30 PM Speaker — Dr. Bruce Bugbee, Professor, Utah State University; President Apogee
Instruments: Standing on the Shoulders of Giants

2:30-3:30 PM Speaker - Russ Pugh: Four Considerations That Will Help Your
Grow: 1. Basic Horticulture, 2. Mentoring, 3. Environmental Control, 4. Trying

New Ideas

3:30-4:15 PM Speaker - Joe Jutras: Growing the World Record 2200 Lb. Squash

All Times listed are Mountain Standard Time Zone

GPC AWARDS SHOW & DINNER

The awards dinner and show are semi-formal events. The GPC asks that gentlemen please wear a collared
shirt and slacks, and ladies a dress or skirt, or other neat attire. Hall of Fame members, and former world
champions for AG and squash are encouraged to wear their orange and green jackets. Please remember: We
are honoring our champions, so please dress accordingly.

BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ENTRANCE TO AWARDS NIGHT
5:30 — 7:00 PM Awards Show Dinner (Location: Floor 2)

7:00 — 7:20 PM Let the Show Begin: Introductions of the GPC Reps and Officers

7:20-7:30 PM Remembering growers we lost in 2025
7:30- 8:15 PM Hall of Fame Inductees: Jerry Rose and Danny Vester

8:15-10:00 PM 2025 Awards Presentation
10:00 PM Closing Remarks and HOF Photo

SUNDAY March 8"2026
EVERYONE IS WELCOME!

9:00-10:00 AM Growers Panel: 2025’s Top 3 Master Gardeners: Quinn Werner, Tom
Trombley, and Brian Mathiowetz Question and Answer Session

10:00-10:15 AM Andy Wolf: Genetics Project

10:15-10:30 AM Stuart Paton: Retirement Remarks

10:30-11:00 AM Revealing the 2027 IGC; Closing Remarks
11:00-12:00 PM Raffle Time! Signing banners
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