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Summer Time Means {:t:i
Patch Tours

One of the best things about being involved in a
giant pumpkin community is the opportunity to
partake in a regional patch tour!

All across the world, giant pumpkin clubs
have been hosting gatherings that are a
summertime tradition: the annual patch
tours. This is an opportunity for newer
enthusiasts to rub elbows with veteran
growers, and see first hand how they grow
their giants. Here are some photos from
. various clubs all around the United States.

~ The Pacific Giant Vegetable Growers club is
.=+ primarily made up of growers in the Pacific
Northwest states of Washington and
Oregon, and they visited three patches on
August  10th: club president, Kendall

Spielman's place, club weighoff
coordinator extraordinaire, Jim Sherwood's, and husband and wife team Annie and Jon Seestak who hosted the
wonderful barbecue at the end.




August 16th was the St. Croix
Growers Association patch tour in
Wisconsin. It started out rainy, but
ended with fair weather as
members were hosted by the
Engels, Ben Polzin, and Brian
Turner. At the end was a feast
coordinated by Jodi Engel and
Colleen Held, along with lots of
great door prizes!

The Michigan Giant Pumpkin Growers held their annual summer patch
tour August 2nd. The first stop was Don Vanhoutte's, followed by
Frederick Powell's, and ending at one of Michigan's finest, and
champion Master Gardener, Tom Trombley's farm where participants
were treated to a catered luncheon and a fun prize raffle.




NEGPGA Hosts Combined New England Patch Tour

The New England Giant Pumpkin Growers Association, based in Northeastern Massachusetts, hosted
the travelling tri-club patch tour this year. The SNGPG will host it in 2026, so mark your calendars, but in

the meantime many of us took the scenic drive North to the Topsfield Fairgrounds and joined our friends
there to see how things were being done.

Tom Keenan has
a nice tall
pumpkin in the
works in beautiful
Swampscott, MA

—
——
ey

Tom cleverley masks his mad pumpkin laboratory from peeping
passers-by with the vibrant zinnia hedge in the center of this photo .




Jutras models
the catch of the
day: an
extremely large
and edible giant
puffball
mushroom found
; growing near
El  George Hoomis'
: patch in Ipswich!
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Right: George in his very tidy garden

And below: the assembled crowd, near the
end of the tour at the Topsfield home of
Woody Lancaster. Henry (now licensed)
had his drone buzzing over us through
most of the day, and took this photo with it.
And speaking of buzzing, Woody seemed
to be growing more than just pumpkins...




Finally, the Utah Giant Pumpkin Growers had a warm, sunny day when they held their event
August 3rd, and were hosted by Mohamed Sadiqg, Benjamin McRae, Joey Hogan, and the current
champs, Ralph and Juana Laub.




Big pumpkins grow on good plans well implemented, not just good luck. If you've battled a few
seasons in the patch, you know the drill: what might be the new flashy super genetic seed and
latest nutrient tweak ? They steal the spotlight, but climate is the silent powerhouse. Dial it in, and
you'll pack on hundreds of pounds; botch it, and gains vanish without a trace. This guide distills my
data-driven approach to climate control for Atlantic Giant pumpkins in greenhouse settings
Whether you're in a high-tech greenhouse or a basic hoop house with a fan. Backed by grower logs,
A huge meta-study on cucurbit cultivation, and real-world datastreams, it's designed to be
actionable -

. Across sources and in my logs, night conditions had roughly double the
impact on the following gains compared with daytime conditions. Warm, very humid, and stable

nights support the fruit's cell expansion.

In practice, | split the 24 h cycle into five blocks and these are the recommended optimal and safe
ranges we found:

1. Night (22:00-06:00): ~19.5-20.5 °C, VPD 0.20-0.25 kPa (0.15-0.30 okay), RH ~90-95%.

2. Morning (06:00-10:00): 21-23 °C; ease VPD toward 0.4-0.5 kPa by ~10:00; warm no

faster than <2 °C/hour.

3. Midday (10:00-14:00): 26-28 °C; VPD 0.8-1.0 kPa; avoid >1.4 kPa.

4. Afternoon (14:00-18:00): 26-28 °C; VPD 0.7-1.0 kPa while you start easing stress to set

up the night.

5. Evening (18:00-22:00): Glide back to 19.5-20.5 °C and VPD 0.20-0.30 kPa by ~22:00;

cool no faster than <2 °C/hour.

These are intersections of bands that actually performed in the logs and the bands that repeatedly
- :

are recommended in the condensed big meta-study ;.'- 2




Guardrails That Kept Showing Up

* Avoid <18 °C at night. Consistently associated with sluggish next-day gains and stiffer
nights.

* Avoid midday VPD >1.4 kPa. It's the zone where leaves quit cooperating and fruit gains
stall.

* Avoid temperature ramps >2 °C/hour morning or evening; fast ramps = unstable stomata
and wasted hours.

* Keep nights steady. Fluctuation is worse than being slightly off the “perfect” number.

What | Measured and How | Landed on These Bands

Two evidence streams:

1. Logs. My own greenhouse data—plus partial/full logs from several other growers—Ilinking
fruit gains (scale/OTT) to climate, | watched for hours that over- or under-performed

relative to the fruit's natural S-curve and day/night growth rhythm.Accumulated effects

and lagged effects was also derrived from data and taken into account.

2. Consensus scaffold. A condensed meta-summary of relevant pumpkin/greenhouse studies
and prior analyses. | used this as a scaffold, then back-tested it against the logs and kept
only the overlaps. Where conflicts were consistent, | added guardrails (e.g., the midday VPD

ceiling, minimum night temperature, and ramp limits).

Common Failure Patterns (and Quick Fixes)

* Flat nights: Night temp too low or RH too low. Fix by pre-humidifying the evening,

adding heat and calming air movement (air movement should be still be present however!)
* Crunchy middays: VPD keeps spiking. Deploy shade earlier, use evap cooling, and
fogging/misting

* Roller-coaster ramps: Big on-off swings in heating/venting. Narrow the bands, moderate
fan speeds, and aim for <2 °C/hour change.

» Sticky afternoons: You held max sun too long; start the de-stress by early afternoon so

your evening glide is easy.



Final Word

This isn't a “3,000-Ib climate recipe.” It's the plan I'm running now, because it keeps delivering in
real data.
Better growers than me will emphasize other things—and they might be right. In the end, we each
have to choose our way to the scale: pick a plan, run it hard, own the results, iterate.

This is mine for now—and it will evolve as the data does

Please be advised the data and guidance given here reflects closed, controlled greenhouse microclimate.
Outdoor plants will exhibit stronger hardening responses, and acceptable ranges are generally much
wider than those reported here



THE BENEFITS OF USING REED CANARY GRASS HAY MULCH

BY:CINDY TOBECK

Mulching is a time-honored gardening practice that offers numerous benefits
for soil health, plant growth, and garden maintenance. Among the many
mulch options available, reed canary grass (Phalaris arundinacea) hay stands
W out as an excellent choice for the patch. | used it this season and will
e continue next year. This hardy, fast-growing grass, when cut and used as hay
mulch, provides a range of advantages that can enhance crop yields, improve
¥ soil quality, and simplify garden management. Below, | explore the specific
| benefits of using reed canary grass hay mulch in my pumpkin and tomato
. patches.

. Weed Suppression: One of the primary benefits of using reed canary
grass hay as mulch is its ability to suppress weeds that compete with crops
. for nutrients, water and sunlight, ultimately reducing yields. | have also
' found that weeds that grow into the pumpkin canopy that get shaded are
.~ highly susceptable to powerdy mildew and seem to host aphids more readily.
| Placing flakes of this biodegradable mulch on top of my soil reduced my
need for labor-intensive weeding, the application of chemical herbicides, and
less pesticide application, making it an eco-friendly choice.

2. Soil Moisture Retention: Pumpkins are water-hungry, and both them and my tomatoes require consistent
moisture to reduce the chances of aborts, sag lines and blossom end rot. The reed canary grass mulch excelled
at retaining soil moisture by reducing evaporation in my predominantly sandy soil. | have often worried about
how dry my upper layer of garden dirt is, and how inhospitable it must be for young roots. | felt like because of
the hay mulch this year, my soil moisture was evenly consistent, and the rooting was present at all depths.

3. Soil Temperature Regulation: Both pumpkins and tomatoes thrive in warm soil, but extreme temperature
fluctuations can stress plants and hinder growth. In the summer, my sand can get HOT, but this year, with the
addition of the reed canary grass mulch, the temperature was regulated as evidenced by my data from the
patch soil probes.

4. Soil Fertility and Organic Matter: As an organic mulch, reed canary grass hay breaks down over time,
adding valuable organic matter to the soil. This decomposition process will enrich my soil over the winter with
nutrients, improving the fertility. When | lift up a flake, underneath is an entire living ecosystem, and particularly
a haven for baby worms.

5. Pest and disease management: Reed canary grass hay
mulch can contribute to pest and disease management in both
pumpkin and tomato gardens by creating a barrier between the &
soil and plant foilage. It reduces the liklihood of soil-borne |
diseases splashing onto leaves or fruits during watering, or rain.
Additionally, the mulch can deter ground-dwelling pests like
slugs.

6. Prevents Soil Compaction: Once | had each pumpkin patch
covered in flakes of the hay mulch, | found that walk boards
were no longer needed. Walking on the patch as well as
overhead watering can cause compaction, and the addition of
the hay prevented that.




REED CANARY GRASS MULCHING, CONT.

= 7. Soft and Clean to Work In: Finally, using the

<+ hay mulch gave me an unexpected, but
welcome benefit of staying clean when working
+ in my patch. | was able to crawl around while
y ;w wearing shorts, and kept clean and dry.

= What are the drawbacks you may wonder? It's
not easy finding reed canary grass. | wanted to
- use it instead of straw or pasture grass because
it is thick-stalked, and won't readily break down

- durlng the season and isn't seedy. If you can
z " find it, it's cheaper than horse-quality grass hay.
\ That being said, it's still not cheap, and lugging
_ bales of hay around isn't everyone's idea of a

- good time. | worried that it might provide more
0. cover for my #1 patch enemy: mice, however
that hasn't come to fruition, thankfully.
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Beginner’s Corner
How to Request Seeds
By: Alex Noel, NEGPGA

One of the most magical experiences a new giant vegetable grower can have is receiving a package in the
mail containing a seed — the very key itself which, with enough work and know-how, could unlock their garden
dream. Today, there are many commercial sources for seeds as close as a google search, plus club auctions
which support organizations like ours. But years ago when this all got going, one of your only options was the
seed request. You would get in touch with a grower, ask them for their address, and either send them a few
dollars for postage and packaging, or a self addressed stamped bubble pack. And here’s the cool part: that
method still works today! So new growers, give it a try this winter: the seed request.

First, decide what grower you want to

request seeds from. You might've liked a
pumpkin of theirs you saw at a contest in Send this to the grower you want seeds from,

the fall, they might be a distant *containing® the bubble mailer below.
acquaintance, or they might even be a big
name you've read about. If they remember
how they got started, they'll be happy to

pay it forward by sending you seeds. Obtain
their contact info online, ask them for their .
address for seeds, and if possible, send o

them some of your own seeds as a friendly -
gesture. They may want a few dollars Address of the grower
{5"20) to prChﬂse and Supply their own whose seeds you want
postage and packing (with a little left for the
pizza fund) or they may prefer that you
send a self addressed envelope so they
can simply fill it and drop it back in the mail
to you. If it's the latter, get a large paper
envelope and address it to the person
you're requesting seeds from. Put your
return address up top, and go to your post
office for the proper amount of postage.
Inside of this, fold up a good quality bubble
wrap envelope with your own address

written on it, and the other person’s return Put this inside the manilla envelope above,
address written up top. This is the self addressed back to yourself, with lots of postage. The
addressed envelope. It must have enough grower )'OU'fE requesting from can then simply fill it
postage on it (or money in it) to get back to with seeds, and pop it in the mailbox back to you.

you, filled with seeds! Short postage is a
seed request killer. Post offices in the US
currently charge up to about $6 postage for THEIR return
a bubble mailer. Some offices will insist on address
sending it as a package. A quick note in the
envelope reminding the person you're
requesting from what it is you're looking for
(pumpkin seeds, tomato seeds, which fruits
specifically?) is the only other thing you
need. You can still obtain seeds from some
of the biggest fruit in the world this way, and
it's a great way to start a relationship with a
grower who can show you how it's done.
Get excited for that trip to the mailbox this
winter!

YOUR OWN
ADDRESS




Gone Too Soon...In Memoriam: Dan Boyce

Thank You, Dan Boyce
By Matt DeBacco

Dan Boyce was a cornerstone of the giant pumpkin community, renowned as a generous mentor who
inspired countless new growers. With warmth and enthusiasm, he encouraged beginners to dive into the
hobby, offering detailed advice on soil tests and maintaining regular email contact to guide their progress.
Alongside his wife, Holly, Dan achieved a remarkable milestone, growing Vermont'’s first pumpkin to
surpass 2,000 pounds, a testament to his dedication and expertise in staying at the forefront of the
community.

| fondly recall our shared adventures, chauffeuring Dan and Holly to patch tours and weigh-offs across
Southern New England, where Dan preferred to avoid the busy roads. Though he lived outside the
region, his commitment to connection was unwavering, as he made frequent trips to visit patches and
share in the excitement of the growing season. Beyond pumpkins, Dan’s passion for hunting and fishing
burned just as brightly, reflecting his vibrant love for life.

Dan'’s infectious humor, engaging conversations, and warm personality touched many lives and will be
deeply missed by all who knew him.




Gone Too Soon...In Memoriam: Ron Root

Ron Root, a California Legend
By: Sebastian Mino-Bucheli

Ron Root, of Citrus Heights, past champion of
the Half Moon Bay World Championship
Pumpkin Weighoff, died at the age of 65.

Root won the 37th annual weighoff in 2010
with a gourd weighing 1535 pounds. He was
the first California grower to win the
competition since 1999. He told Coastside
News at the time that his winning pumpkin
was a "problem child" because of slow
growth.

In last year's competition, Root and Nick
Kennedy, a grower from Fair Oaks, teamed up
for the second time to enter a giant pumpkin
in the Half Moon Bay competition. Their 2497
pound pumpkin broke the California record.

Brian Myers, chairman of the California
Pumpkin Growers Club, the chapter of the
Great Pumpkin Commonwealth that governs
the competition, knew Root for more than 30
years. Myers said that Root was active with
growers from all over the world. Even while he
was going through some health problems.
Root wanted California growers to grow
pumpkins as big as they could.

"He would accept anybody's email, and he would answer back," Myers said. "His perseverance through his own
personal pain and suffering that he was going through was helped by being out in the pumpkin patch, working
the Earth and helping young people. Ron's passing was a loss to everybody in the pumpkin world."

Through Ron's mentoring, growers could receive institutional knowledge about giant pumpkins. Anyone under
his mentorship was bound to do better.

Root was on the board of directors for the California Pumpkin Growers Club and someone Myers also turned to
for advice. Myers said Root embodied integrity so much that he would carry his rule book binder and abide by
the rules to be fair at a competition.

"He was the most sought-after judge because he wouldn't stretch the rules or misinterpret the rules for a
homegrown guy," Myers said. "That's what made him a man of integrity, and it was very special to everybody.
You couldn't argue with him because he was right."

Cameron Palmer, president of the Half Moon Bay Beautification Committee said, "Root was a grower but also an
ambassador for the whole pumpkin world. You'd always see him talking to different growers about techniques. A
lot of kids would come up and talk to him about tricks of the trade. He always had time for everybody."



HILTON SALT LAKE CITY CENTER

\ MARCH 6-8, 2026

WE EVEN HAVE MASCOTS

- GPC
INTERNATIONAL

uuuuu - GROWER'S
PUMPKIN CONVENTION
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DETAILS COMING SOON ABOUT PRE-CONVENTION FUN :
: -SKIING
-NATIONAL PARKS
-ROCK CRAWLING
-AND MORE



THANK YOU TO ALL WOW GROWERS.

Growers using WOW Premium Mycorrhizae‘have set many personal bests, site records,
world records and helped grow 7 of the top 10 pumpkins in the world in 2024!

Wallace Organic Wonder www.wallacewow.com

Stuart & Ian Paton 2641.1 Dave & Carol Stelts GOTY 2531, 2,731.5, 2464

“If you want to be the best, you have to use the best.”
lan & Stuart Paton

"If you want to be the best, you have to use the best."

-lan & Stuart Paton




SUPPORTOURSPONSORS

NEPTUNE’S HARVEST

ORGANIC FERTILIZERS

PRODUCTS INCLUDE:
Hydrolyzed Fish
Fish & Seaweed Blend
Liquid Seaweed
Dry Kelp Meal
Dry Crab & Lobster Shell
Liquid Crab & Lobster
Humates (Dry and Liquid)
Biologicals
And much more...

GROW BIG! WITH NEPTUNE’S HARVEST!
ALL NATURAL & ORGANIC FERTILIZERS

Family Owned and Operated Since 1965 Made in Gloucester, MA

1-800-259-4769 neptunesharvest.com




SUPPORTOUR SPONSORS
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New York Botamcal Gardens
2900 Southern Blvd.
Bronx, New York 10458

www.nybg.org

250 acres to explore: Enjoy seasonal highlights among
our outdoor collections and trails. The Garden is open
rain or shine. Dress for the weather and wear
comfortable attire for exploration.



SUPPORTOUR SPONSORS

Grow/*Veg Products
‘Bloom Enbancers
‘Root Enhancement
Hemp Nutrients
TFoliar Sprays
Compost & ‘leas
Soil Enbancers
lLawn & Turf
Aquaponics

"Paying for water sucks."



SUBMIT ARTIGLES T0 THE
GPC COMMON GROUND!

Thank you for reading Edition 26 of The GPC Common Ground! Itis
my hope to publish a newsletter that reflects the interests of giant
ik Recee fruit and vegetable growers as well as provide educational content,
Vice President’ s grower features, event recaps, club spotlights, and regional
patrik@gpc1.or : ‘ hlghllghts

Cindy Tobeck
President/ Newsletter
Cindy@gpc1.org
West Coast Sites

It is the intent of the GPC board to provide this newsletter to
growers worldwide as a means to exchange information, grow

Mark Mourlas community, and advance the weights of giant produce.

Treasurer :
Mark@gpc1.org |

. - | .
Great Lakes Reglon Article submissions are welcome! GPC Common Ground will be by

growers, for growers. It is easiest for me if articles are sent in a
plain text email, or a Word or Google document with photos in
jpg format. Editing pdf files is difficult and time consuming, and
sometimes impossible.

Laverne Wojciechowski
Secretary
Laverne@gpcl.org
Central/West Canada

GPC Common Ground will be published four times per year and
sent via email to subscribers. To subscribe, visit with GPC website:
www.gpcl.org/newsletter. Archived newsletters will be posted on
the GPC website.

Nick McCaslin [%8
Nick@gpc1.org
The South

Please direct feedback, photos, inquiries and article submissions to:

Cindy Tobeck: cindy@gpc1.org

@ Jacob Marintzer

Ié ‘Jacob@gpd .org
Plains & Rockies

 Greetings and happy summer fellow growers! | hope

todd(T@Oddcf'g;e | that you have been enjoying your time in the patch,
Ontario &gé’uébe% and are anticipating the upcoming fairs and weighoffs

! that are quickly approaching.

Fred Ansems
. fred@gpc1.org
«-| Eastern Canada

| did (mostly) a good job staying home and tending my
_ patch this season, and have a nice pumpkin and squash
;Y that I'm looking forward to weighing. | am happy to
_| report that | grew a personal best tomato at 8.34
M pounds! That was a big season goal of mine.

Luca Stoeckl

International Sites

T e My other goal had nothing to do with gardening: |

stepped away for a week in mid August to take my
horse, Agate to the Canadian National Championship
# horse show, in

= | Woody Lancaster
woody@gpc1.org

§ Northeast Brandon
Manitoba, where we won 4 National
Chris Brown o i Championships in dressage and sport

Chris@gpc1.org __Li.-'\
Midwest Region b

horse classes. Thank goodness, when |
came home everything was growing great,
thanks to my friend, Jeff Uhlmeyer who
kept an eye on things, and worked on my
irrigation system when it decided to quit
(it always seems to do that when | go
awayl!). I'm so grateful for friends like Jeff,
and other growers that make this hobby
so fulfilling! -Cindy
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