
SMALL DETAILS MAKE BIG PUMPKINS

By Dave & Carol 
Stelts



WHAT WE 
DO WRONG
¤We donõt bury vines or use a bury mix

¤We cover our plants with shade cloth

¤We donõt amend in fall or spring with massive 
amounts of fresh compost

¤We grow too many plants

¤We have a regular pesticide program we spray 

our plants with leading to premature aging.

¤We cut the main off and donõt grow plant past 

the pumpkin

¤We set our pumpkins too far out on the main 
vine

¤We spray glyphosate and 2 -4-D in patch during 
season

QUESTIONS?



ROTATION  AND COMPOSTING

Å Patch rotation 4 patches, 8 plants each 

patch. Each plant 35õX35õ= 1,225 square 

feet per plant, 9,800 square feet per patch, 

39,200 square feet total patch. 

 
Å Composting leaves and grass starts 

70õX30õX10õ ends 1/4 that big. 

Å Cover crops Kodiak Mustard, winter rye with 

hairy vetch, and oats (new)

Å Results - building carbon in soil, utilize 

biofumigants, mineralization of composting 

material in soil. 

ÅWe may be planting in 2025 but are 

preparing for 2026, 2027, & 2028 a constant 

yearly focus on soil maintenance in addition 

to growing 8 plants.
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TESTING

211 Highway 95 
Parma, ID 83660
Phone 208 -649-4360
800-658-3858 
Fax 208-402-5303
westernl@westernlaborato
ries.com

Logan Labs
620 North Main Street, 
Lakeview, 
OH 43331
937-842-6100 | 
www.loganlabs.com

Regen AG Lab

31740 Hwy 10,
Pleasanton NE 68866 

308-627-0065
regenaglab.com



GETTING PATCH READY
- Amendment prep starts 

the year prior elemental 

sulfur and gypsum in 

spring

- Subsoil in fall 
- Spray herbicide and dry 

soil by covering

- Dry days uncover & till

- 50# humic, pallet 3.8cu 

Sphagnum peat 
- Wind is not your friend 



GERMINATION TO GREENHOUSE

Water site 2 X before 

transplant then spread 

Wallace WOW 

Mycorrhizae, Rootsheild, 

Azos, insecticide mix 
thoughrly plant seedling



TRANSITION FROM GREENHOUSES

- Pull greenhouses and anything not 

living on by Memorial Day

- Subsoil and put up top shade cloth

- Spread Mycorrhizae, Rootsheild, and 

powder Azos 
- Do final till, rake patch level and put 

walking boards out

- Spread Purkote, Cal Nitrate, Epsom 

Salts, Grubex X 3 

- Lay out drip header lines, hang shade 
cloth side curtains up

- Pull and attach 200+ drip lines 



PESTICIDES
¤ Disclaimer ð mix 

rates, read the label 

¤ Efficacy insecticide 

-
https://entomology.

ces.ncsu.edu/insect
-management -on -
fruiting -vegetables -

in-north -carolina/

¤ Efficacy fungicides 
ð

https://mwveguide.
org/uploads/pdfs/1
7.1-Fungicide -

Efficacy -Table -for-
Cucurbits.pdf

https://entomology.ces.ncsu.edu/insect-management-on-fruiting-vegetables-in-north-carolina/
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https://entomology.ces.ncsu.edu/insect-management-on-fruiting-vegetables-in-north-carolina/
https://mwveguide.org/uploads/pdfs/17.1-Fungicide-Efficacy-Table-for-Cucurbits.pdf
https://mwveguide.org/uploads/pdfs/17.1-Fungicide-Efficacy-Table-for-Cucurbits.pdf
https://mwveguide.org/uploads/pdfs/17.1-Fungicide-Efficacy-Table-for-Cucurbits.pdf
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https://mwveguide.org/uploads/pdfs/17.1-Fungicide-Efficacy-Table-for-Cucurbits.pdf


FEED ME MORE?
¤ Plant cycle

¤ Feeding schedule

¤ Slow and steady

¤ PH, EC & slurry test

¤ Biologicals, is it viable

¤ 1# Versity = 100,00     
2.5 gallons of SP1

¤ No overhead 
watering or feeding



TIMING & PUMPKIN SET
¤ Seeds start April 10

¤ Transition summer 5/30

¤ Pollinate 6/15 -20 @ 20õ

¤ Pumpkin set 14 DAP



PLANT MAINTENANCE¤ Vine pattern  

¤ Vine bury +/ -

¤ Issue identification

¤ Protecting the main

¤ Late season trim

¤ Weeding  



BE A STUDENT
¤ Take good notes

¤ Have a game plan

¤ Learn from mistakes

¤ Make friends and 
network

¤ Have fun 



WEIGH-OFF READY?
¤ Pallet selection 

¤ Pallet jack 13ó 
Inside ð 3ó Tall ð 
6ó Total 

¤ Getting pumpkin 
ready

¤ Traveling safely

¤ Ready to unload

¤ Loading up 



MAKING MEMORIES

2731 thickness 24ó side walls   

20ó top and 9ó bottom


