he PC 2023 eavy Hitters "GROWERS

These growers earned their GPC jackets for either growing a ‘ ‘
single Atlantic Giant of 2200 pounds or greater, or for
growing three Atlantic Giants and taking them to three
different sanctioned weigh offs for a combined weight in o
excess of 4300 pounds.

-By Cindy Tobeck

The Various AG Grower of the

Year Heavy Hitter jacket levels

to aspire to: One of the most prestigious
pieces of swag for a serious giant

pumpkin or squash grower is
the GPC jacket. This year, several
Grower of the Year jackets were
4500 pound club awarded in Kasterlee, and for
those not in attendance, at
various regional pumpkin club
4800 pound club meetings. We all know how
exceedingly difficult it is to grow
a single Atlantic Giant and get it
5100 pound club to the scale in one piece, so it
stands to reason that getting
three to the scales is an amazing

4300 pound club

5400 pound club feat in itself! There were 48 growers who earned their jackets for growing and
showing three giants, and 21 growers who were able to get a jacket with a
single fruit in excess of 2200 pounds in last season. Let's congratulate these

5700 pound club amazing growers for their 2023 achievements!
4300 Pound Club
6000 pound club Halliday, Trevor British Columbia, Canada 4463.0 pounds
Barlow, John Wisconsin, USA 4455.5 pounds
Barlow, Merri Wisconsin, USA 4455.5 pounds
6300 pound club , o
Miller, Gary California, USA 4448.0 pounds
Kline, Todd Quebec, Canada 4420.5 pounds

6600 pound club More 4300 pound club growers on the next page...



4300 Pound Club.

Stan Pugh
Toboyek, Adam

Washington, USA
Wisconsin, USA
Michigan, USA
Wisconsin, USA

Thompson, Earl

Jolivette, Rick

...Cbhi‘lnued

Barker, Ron Washington, USA
4500 Pound Club

Stan Pugh Washington, USA

Cardwell, Harvey Oregon, USA

Pugh, Russ Oregon, USA

Grafe, Oliver Germany

Thier, Larry lowa, USA

Fleser, Dan
Bongers, Paul
Rose, Jerry
Rose, Jerry Il
Althoff, Ryan

Leer, Shannon

o

4420.5 pounds
4405.5 pounds §
4344.0 pounds
4331.5 pounds
4320.0 pounds

4420.5 pounds .
4745.5 pounds | !
4561.5 pounds ||
4520.7 pounds

4743.5 pounds o

4800 Pound Club

Michigan, USA
Minnesota, USA
Ohio, USA
Ohio, USA

S. Dakota, USA
Wisconsin, USA

5046.5 pounds
4952.0 pounds
4927.0 pounds
4927.0 pounds
4813.5 pounds
4811.5 pounds



Rodebaugh, Chris

Thompson, Dan

Weursching, Matthias

Holand, Joel

Pritchard, John

Friermood, Todd

Platte, Joe

Frias, Ruben

Ford, Jim
Croyle, Lance
Neptune, Bill
Corbin, Amy
Corbin, Andy
Tobeck, Cindy

Hoornstra, Glenn

r &
5100 Pound Club

West Virginia, USA
Wisconsin, USA

5399.9 pounds
5396.0 pounds

Germany 5380.1 pounds
Washington, USA 5350.5 pounds
Ohio, USA 5335.5 pounds
Indiana, USA 5227.0 pounds %00
Michigan, USA 5168.5 pounds

California, USA

5400 Pound Club

5152.0 pounds

Wisconsin, USA

Pennsylvania, USA

Ohio, USA
Wyoming, USA
Wyoming, USA

Washington, USA

Michigan, USA

5680.0 pounds
5585.5 pounds
5522.0 pounds
5440.0 pounds
5441.0 pounds
5429.5 pounds
5152.0 pounds




Werner, Quinn
Caspers, Pete
Stelts, Dave
Stelts, Carol
Uhlmeyer, Jeff
Sherwood, Jim

Trombley, Tom

Cyrus, Robert

Andrusz, Scott

Sperry, Steven
Stelts, Dave
Stelts, Carol

Trombley, Tom
Kisamore, Rick

Andrusz, Scott

Marintzer, Jacob

Klema/Solberg
Stelts D. & C.

5700 Pound Club

5990.0 pounds
5988.5 pounds
5966.5 pounds
5966.5 pounds
5759.5 pounds

Pennsylvania, USA
lowa, USA

Pennsylvania, USA
Pennsylvania, USA

Washington, USA

Oregon, USA 5752.0 pounds
Michigan, USA 5720.0 pounds
6000 Pound Club

W. Virginia, USA 6232.0 pounds

6300 Pound Club
New York, USA

6519.5 pounds

6600 Pound Club
Rhode Island, USA

6817.5 pounds
6746.5 pounds
6746.5 pounds

Pennsylvania, USA

Pennsylvania, USA

2200 Pound Club
Michigan, USA 2283.0 pounds
Ohio, USA 2266.0 pounds
New York, USA 2251 & 2245 Ibs
Kansas, USA 2239.5 pounds

Minnesota, USA 2237.0 pounds

Pennsylvania, USA 2227.0 pounds
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Jutras, Joe
Chan, Dave

Boonan, Herman

Montsma, Tom
Wallace, Ron
Stoeckl, Luca

Stelts, D. & C.

Root, Ron
Kennedy, Nick
Sperry, Steve
Mathiowetz, Brian

Barron, Don

Bernstrom, Charlie,

Team Petrelli

Gienger, Travis

@ .. - A)j?ﬁg
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Rhode Island, USA

British Columbia, Canada

Belgium
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2217.5 pounds
2212.0 pounds

2209.0 pounds

2300 Pound Club

Wisconsin, USA
Rhode Island, USA
Germany

Pennsylvania, USA

2400 Pound Club

2360.0 pounds
2344.5 pounds
2319.3 pounds
2376.5 pounds

California, USA
California, USA
Rhode Island, USA
Wisconsin, USA
Michigan, USA

2500 Pound Club

2497.0 pounds
2497.0 pounds
2465.5 pounds
2420.0 pounds
2404.0 pounds

Minnesota, USA

2600 Pound Club

2501.0 pounds

Italy

Minnesota, USA

Thank you to Jack LaRue for compilling this information.

2610.3 pounds

2700 Pound Club

2749.0 pounds
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Travis Gienger
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Travis Gienger
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1. Gienger, Travis
2. Team Petrelli

3. Bernstrom, Charlie

4. Root/Kennedy Team

5. Sperry, Steve

6. Mathiowetz, Brian
7. Barron, Don

8. Stelts, D. & C.

9. Montsma, Tom
10. Wallace, Ron

11. Stoeckl, Luca

12. Trombley, Tom
13. Kisamore, Rick
14. Andrusz, Scott
15. Marintzer, Jacob
16. Klema/Solberg
17. Jutras, Joe

18. Chan, Dave

19. Boonan, Herman
20. Haist, K & B.

21. Grafe, Oliver

22. Ford, Jim

23. Barlow, J. & M.
24. Rodebaugh, Chris
25. Pritchard, Chris

USA
Italy
USA
USA
USA
USA
USA
USA
USA
USA
GER
USA
USA
USA
USA
USA
USA
CAN
BEL
USA
GER
USA
USA
USA
USA

2749.0 pounds
2610.3 pounds
2501.0 pounds
2497.0 pounds
2465.0 pounds
2420.0 pounds
2404.0 pounds
2376.0 pounds
2360.0 pounds
2360.0 pounds
2319.3 pounds
2283.0 pounds
2266.0 pounds
2251.0 pounds
2239.5 pounds
2237.0 pounds
2217.0 pounds
2212.0 pounds
2209.0 pounds
2198.5 pounds
2181.5 pounds
2177.0 pounds
2151.5 pounds
2144.5 pounds
2140.0 pounds




1. Cindy Tobeck

2. Vanheuckelom, Luc

1. Chris Kent

2. Todd Dawson

3. Frank Mudd

1. Joe Jutras

2. Elroy Morgan

3. Frank Ansems

1. Jack LaRue
2. Mehdi Daho
3. D. &J. Faust

1. Steve Razo
2. Mark Baggs
3. Doug Court
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SQUASH

USA 1884.0 pounds
BEL 1857.4 pounds
3. Team Vodakamelone AUS

1839.8 pounds

GIANT WATERMELON

USA 308.1 pounds

USA 299.4 pounds

USA 297.4 pounds
IONGEST GOURD

USA 159.00 inches

USA 150.88 inches

CAN 150.00 inches
GIANT TOMATO

USA 10.46 pounds

FRA 8.80 pounds

USA 8.49 pounds
GIANT FIELD PUMPKIN

USA 235.0 pounds

ENG 196.2 pounds

CAN 172.0 pounds
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GIANT MARROW
1. Mark Baggs ENG 253.5 pounds
2. John Harnica USA 138.0 pounds
3. Tim Saint ENG 134.5 pounds

BUSHEL GOURD
1. Adam Steiner USA 323.0 pounds
2. Steve Connolly USA 317.0 pounds

..
3. B. & B. MacKenzie CAN 303.0 pounds I*-




Mario Jaglarz
2013-2023

Well deserved

relirement
from the
GPC Board.
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NEW GPC
officers were
announced in
Kasterlee,
Belgium:
Cindy Tobeck
is the GPC's
new Vice
President,
West Coast
Rep, and
Newsletter,
and Luca

. Stoeckl will
be a
Representative
for the
international
sites.




| really hadn't considered the thought of a
growers jacket for probably the first 4 years
into my growing career. | believe it started
when my cousin, Brad Perham and Uncle
Walt Perham grew a top 10 Pumpkin back
in 2007 (1467 Perham). | thought, "That's
kind of a cool looking jacket." | didn't give it
much more thought until a year or 2 later
when | witnessed my friend Jim Sherwood
achieve his jacket at a weigh off on the
Oregon coast and the excitement Jim had
the moment he knew he had the required
weight for taking 3 pumpkins to 3 different
weigh offs that totaled 4000 pounds. So |
had find out more about this jacket thing.

In the years to come | had attended several
GPC seminars in Niagara and witnessed all
these awards, jackets and trophies going
out to growers. | was hooked! So then came
the challenge that | know I'm not alone in,
and that was seeing growers with less
growing time than myself getting their
jackets and having great seasons and | was

falling just short year after year.

A new and energetic grower (Cindy Tobeck)
came up to my cousin Brad and | at the
Washington State Fair some 13 years ago
where we had been selling club seeds. She
grabbed a nearby chair and sat it in front of
us. She broke out this note pad which she
seemed to have pages of questions on it to
ask us. | like to think we played a role in her
ascension to what she's achieved over the
years. Watching her successes over the
years and the awards she's won kept piling

up set my resolve even
higher to try and
obtain my jacket.

After all, | thought, if
she could do this
why can't 1?7 As
pumpkin luck would
have it, it wouldn't be
until now that | hopefully have
turned the corner. We lived in the Sumner
valley only a few miles from where joel
Holland lives. | for sure thought | would
have success in getting to jacket status in a
year or two. After our 2nd year there |
started to get some decent sized pumpkins,
yet every year | seemed to fall short: from a
barrage of varmints making a pumpkin look
like Swiss cheese, to the depressing
blossom end splits. In 2013 grower Rollie
Kroeger called me and mentioned he had a
couple new growers he'd like to bring by for
a mini patch tour.

One those growers was Jeff Ulhmeyer.
Since then, Jeff has had some great success
as well. His breakout season was with a



1927 BEAUTY at Half Moon Bay and a year
or 2 later winning HMB with a 2102. There
have been a few other influential growers
along the way, but Cindy and Jeff were
most notable for me as they both remain
friends today. Jeff would check in several
times during the summers. This year as
things were going he would call and see
how things were coming along. | often
think he was more excited for me than |
was, even though he was having a great
season himself. Plus, he had started a seed
| grew last year as a back up and he ended
up growing my 1363 Barker seed (1940
Urena x 1747.5 Handy) which both sides
went over 20% heavy, and the genetics had
been proven out already. He ended up
winning at Bauman Farms weigh off with it.
It meant so very much to me to have a
good friend grow a seed of mine and have
great success with it. In 2023 | had started
what | thought was one of my best
collections of seeds to grow. (2365 Wolf,
2006 Wolf, and the 1940 Urena. The
season started off with a bit of adversity, as
usual. I had my left shoulder operated on in
the first part of March. So | was already

thinking, "Well, I'll just do what | can and
hope | can at least get a new personal best,
or maybe win a weigh off. | was basically
trying to stay positive so that this season
could be different than the last few had
been. For many, many years yet another
GREAT friend and grower, Stan Pugh,
(whom also achieved his jacket this year)
offered to help me spread my
amendments. This was an extreme blessing
to have friends like this in this hobby. The
soil got tilled, new greenhouse plastic put
on again with help from Jeff, Stan, my
daughter's boyfriend and my brother.

April came and all my seeds were started at
Stan's.

Proceeding through the season to
pollination time, all all were pollinated
about the end of June and early July.

| was noticing that my fertilizer injector
hadn't been working very well, and | kept
trying to find out what was causing it to not
work right. | was thinking yet again this was
going to derail my hopes for the season.

Through July at the 30 day marks, | started
to get excited since 2 out of the 4 pumpkins
had the biggest 30 day measurements | had
ever had, and a 3rd wasn't far behind. But |
tried to not get too excited for fear of what
could happen.

In mid to late August they are continued to
do well, so much so | shared with my
cousin Brad Perham and he came by to
check them out a couple of times. | was
starting to feel excited and really starting to
see the finish line. The 1st weigh off in



September was approaching. | hadn't
planned on taking one up there until one
pumpkin had slowed to a crawl at day
70-ish. Its momma had done well at the
scale so my hope was it would too. Trust
me | was doing A LOT of weight speculation
based on their measurements. So | took it
to a weigh off (it measured in the
1300-pound+ range, and | had hoped for a
good heavy percentage that would put me
in a good spot to start the season.

Well it went lighter that | had hoped, and |
was recalculating what my others would
have to do to meet my goal.

Earlier in the year | had heard that the GPC
had raised the qualifying weight to 4300
pounds from 4000 to get a jacket. | thought
"Ah man, | hadn't made it at 4K; how in the
world am | going to make it at 4300!?" My
two biggest ones had continued growing at
a new PB rate. As a back up goal | thought
of to get at least a new PB.I took the
smaller one to a Seattle weigh off with the
hope that it might go heavier than the last
one. | was hopeful that it would put me
back on track. It did not, which was sort of
ok.

My two biggest measurements were well
over what | would need to get my jacket,
and at worst | would have a new PB. At the
next weigh off, the one | was going to take
my biggest. It was was taping well over
1700 Ibs. With the luck | had with that seed
last year, | thought surely this could do
something incredible. At the weigh off |
measured in as the 2nd highest right
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behind my friend, Clndy Now m|nd you, it
had been quite sometime since | even had
a snowball's chance at winning a big weigh
off, let alone since Cindy had been on the
roll she has been. | was trying my best to
not get over confident. My pumpkin went
to the scale, and they read it off, "Wow Ron
you're gonna like this: a new PB of.....1509!"
| was modestly _
happy for the PB, S
but it fell short of
at least going to ENH
chart, and
dropped me from g
2nd to 5th place. |
was certain the |
scale was wrong; it &
had to be
something...




With one pumpkin left, and two weigh offs
to go both in Oregon, | was adding my total
up, and even with a new PB in hand, |
WANTED MY JACKET!!!

Some time ago | had purchased an inline
scale and | had a tripod set up. | had been
talking to Jim Sherwood, Jeff UhImeyer and
Cindy Tobeck, and running things by them.
| weighed my last pumpkin (in the patch)
knowing that | needed 1582 Ibs to hit 4300
even. | zeroed out the scale and subtracted
more than | thought the ring weighed.
Hesitant to look the scale, it read 1567. |
was somewhat disappointed, since |
needed 15 more pounds, but knowing | had
2 weeks to go | struggled to remain
positive.

The pumpkin at this point was right around
80+ days old and even though it was
putting on minimal gains | wondered if was
it going to be enough? | had two more

weeks to worry if it was going to make to
that last weigh off, but would it even weigh
enough?

Five days before the last weigh off,
Terminator, and the injector issue was still

bugging me as to why it wasn't working
right. The last thing | checked was the
digital timer. Guess what? | removed it, did
a test, and BAM, it ran like a charm! With
my hand firmly pressed on my forehead
and for the next few days shaking my head
in wonderment thinking how much that
could have changed things had | fixed that
sooner. This was most certainly going to be
one more year of missing my jacket goal. |
measured my last pumpkin the day before
the weigh off and it was taping over what |
needed only by about 15 pounds. As most
of you could assume, | was expecting the
worst as my previous pumpkins had gone
light.

| got loaded up and headed down to the
weigh off with Jim, Jeff, Cindy, and a few
others all encouraging me with, "You got
this!"

When it came time for my pumpkin to be
weighed my friend Jack La Rue leaned over
and said, "Ron I'm thinking it gonna go
1600." | raised my crossed fingers and said |
hope so. Jim was talking to the crowd about
my jacket journey and how this season had
been going for me and what | needed to
complete the EXTREMELY long journey for
my jacket. To add to the suspense | stood
in front of my pumpkin with my back to the
scale and waited for the crowd's response!
Walking over | prayed, "Lord whatever it
comes out to be | thank you for the
opportunity to experience what it is." The
crowd cheered even louder. Jim said, "Ok
lets see what we got!" That short time
between his last word and the eventual



eruption of cheers as | turned to see the
readout seemed like a long time. | looked
up and saw "1601". | wont lie, | stated to cry
a little. After years of trying, always
watching as others had their days of
triumph, and all the other growers who
had made their goals in way less time than
| had, all washed away as | had finally got
my JACKET!

During the weigh off | set up a FB live feed
of the event. | had it on for the top 3
pumpkins which my was 2nd largest. |
didn't really care what place | got. After
turning and seeing the weight, Eddy Z.
came over and gave me a high 5 and the

"Well worth the wait wasn't it Ron?!" | felt
like I'd won the lottery. Moments later one
of my close friends from Missouri called me
(he'd been watching the live feed and knew
of my journey) crying and shouting, "You
got it, you got it brother. | am so happy for
you!! Shortly after that Cindy called me
from New York where she was at a GPC
event, and she mentioned that Woody had
heard | qualified for the jacket, and she was
so excited to hear that | got it, that she said
she had to call me. Earlier in the year |
found that the GPC Big Show (award
ceremony) was in Kasterlee, Belgium. So as
you can guess, | wasn't about miss out on
having my moment on the stage. It didn't
matter how far | would have to go. What
made it a bit sweeter was that Cindy was
going to be the one presenting me my
jacket. | can't thank my pumpkin friends
enough for their support through the years,
especially this year. You know who you are.

biggest bear hug | think | ever had ("YOU .

GOT IT RON!I") Jim came over and said,




Plant Hormones Related to Pollination and
Maximizing Cell Division

By: Matthew DeBacco

It seems the application of plant hormones to pumpkins has been picked up by quite a few growers
despite many not fully understanding the reason or how they work. Most growers recognize this product
as Florel® (*I am not sponsored by this company) which is an ethylene-based plant hormone product. In
full disclosure I developed a similar product back in 2014 called Anthesis which is a combination of both
an ethylene and cytokinin plant hormone mixture. However, what impact do these hormones have on the
plant/pumpkin?

Matt D. Diary Entry June 11, 2019

Starting off, with cthylene that is based initially on tomato research, but regardless the focus is on fruit
development. Many fleshy fruits (tomatoes, apples, pumpkins,...) only go through cell division for a
short period of time in their life cycle. There is a natural ethylene burst at the cellular level that occurs
just after pollination and for the first 48 hours post pollination. This natural process signals to the plant
that there has been a successful pollination. When this happens the plant needs to send nutrients to
increase the odds of survival of the fruit which is the protective shell of the now pollinated seeds. With
the next generation at stake, the energy investment can be justified by the plant as it will not be wasted
energy. Ifthere is no pollination there is no signal and therefore no ethylene burst which avoids the



misallocation of nutrients by the plant. This prevents wasted energy for a fruit that will not need to
develop since there are no seeds to protect.

So, why are growers advised to apply ethylene 48-hours post pollination? This was determined as this is
the time that the natural signal begins to exponentially decay, so by making the application at this time the
grower can extend this natural signal. However, you do not want to extend the signal for too long as this
would cause negative side effects. This is what makes timing and concentration so critically important.
While the instructions are simple... apply 1/2tsp of Florel in 2 gallon of water (or add the contents of
Anthesis to distilled water for a final volume of 30mL) 48-hours post pollination the understanding of the
plant physiology behind this is quite complex.

In short, the goal is to extend the length of time that cells will continue to divide. By getting this timing
down there will essentially be more cells in the pumpkin which can lead to a bigger pumpkin later in the
season. Since the size that each cell can expand is limited (but still around 11,000x its original size) if the
pumpkin has more cells this should directly correlate to a greater potential for the final fruit size.

A side effect of this application is the pumpkin will remain smaller in the early stages of growth. This is
in part due to the fact that cell division is energy consuming and also dividing cells are cells that are not
nessiraily expanding (swelling) so it visually looks like the pumpkin is not growing. However, this is
what you want to see, a delay in cell expansion due to an increase in overall cell number. As long as the
pumpkin still has its youthful shine have no fear.

Investigating grower supplied data who tried Anthesis in the early years of release, a trend was noticed
almost universally despite the growers not knowing much about the science behind the hormone product.
I am thankful to those growers willing to take a chance with these hormones, even though I had full
confidence in the science and data supporting the process. First comment back was many growers culled
their hormone treated pumpkin since “it was not growing”. Which unfortunately was a sign the treatment
was working, and as long as the pumpkin has a nice shine to it, growers should not worry. The second
key aspect was comparing a hormone treated pumpkin to an untreated “control” it seems that at day 37 is
when the cross occurred. The cross is where the growth of the hormone treated pumpkin was greater than
the untreated pumpkin. This growth increase occurred for the rest of the season and greater end of season
growth was another common trend.

As mentioned before Forel® is a single hormone (ethylene) product, but Anthesis has two different
hormones with the second being a cytokinin. The reason for the addition of this is to help speed up the
process of cell division. The concept is to not only lengthen the duration of cell division (with ethylene),
but to also increase the rate of cell division with the cytokinin addition. Each hormone is mixed together
at the same time since this is the critical timing of plant cell development. The combination can also help
the plant establish the pumpkin as a key sink (sugar storage) early which can help maximize plant
efficiency.

It can be hard to believe that a small low dose one time application can have such a large impact on plant
growth, but once you understand natural plant physiology this can be used to help maximize potential
plant yield.



The question in 2022 was where we are going on our
next cruise. Decision made - Mexico in 2023 then
Australia, Tasmania andNew Zealand in 2024.

A full year and a half of planning for the 2024 trip
followed. What do we need: passports, visas, flights,
hotels, transportation, Australian money, New Zealand
money? What do we want to see and do?

I felt sorry for our cruise director Joan Gibson. How do
you please everyone? A group of over 20 people from
all over North America. It is like trying to herd cats.
But somehow she got it done. Thank you Joan!

We left home on Tuesday crossed the International
Date Line and I do not know how many time zones.

The flight from Los Angeles to Sydney was 15 hours
non-stop. We arrived in Sydney, Australia on a
Thursday. We spent two and half days in Sydney
before boarding the cruise ship (boat).

If you have never taken a cruise you will be amazed
by the size of these boats. Our home town has a
population of 1500, the boat held 5000 people. It is a
floating city!

We planned several excursions in the ports of call. We
had to see the different countries, cities, beaches,
fjords, botanical gardens, animal parks, historical
sites, mountains, geysers, and waterfalls.

Jack - There is too much to cover in one article.
Therefore I will concentrate on the ship and activities
on board.

When the boat docks most of the passengers get off.
No big lines anywhere on board. There are so many
things to do on the boat, why leave? After the long
flights and jet lag I just wanted to stay in our suite and
relax. Our room was very clean. Almost every time we
left, when we returned the bed was made and the
room cleaned. Our room had a stocked mini bar, flat

screen television, safe, i
refrigerator, couch, .
chairs and tables also a [EEEEE
private deck with,
chairs, lounge chairs
and table. The
bathroom had a large
shower with _
emergency buttons just
in case. The first day I
accidentally hit one of
the buttons, we got a
call immediately from the medical team to see if we
needed help. If we wanted a snack, extra towel, drinks
or a blanket, etc. , we could call or ask our room
attendant and what we asked for would be delivered
to our room. Talk about being spoiled, we were. No
need to over pack the boat has laundry rooms. One
was just down the hall from our room. If you want to
work out they have a fitness center, weights,
treadmills, stationary bikes, jogging path, running
track, basketball, mini golf,
table tennis, shuffle board
and pickle ball. Are you
hungry after working out?
Head to the buffet which
seems to be open almost
24 hours a day. The food
selection was very good. If
crowded, or buffets are not
your style you can choose to
visit one of the fine
restaurants. After the buffet if
you notice a little muscle pain from your work out you
can visit the spa, get a massage or acupuncture. If
your feet hurt visit the foot pain relief specialists. If
the muscle pain is more serious visit the medical
center. If you want to just lay in the sun around the
many pools and hot tubs on board there are plenty of
lounge chairs. If you need a snack by the pool you can
order a burger or hot dog with fries and soda. If you
want ice cream just get pgs
off the lounge chair
and walk over to the
free ice cream bar.
Those of us with a
serious sweet tooth
visited the gelato bar
for a decadent desert.
Tired of the deck and
sun? You can visit the
on board shops for a
new outfit or maybe
some jewelry. Looking
for a new painting to
hang on your wall? You




can purchase one in the art gallery
or hold off for the art auction. If
you travel with children and want
some free time you can drop them
at the supervised arcade or the age
appropriate clubs. Spend some
time in the library or retire to your
room, select a free movie and like
me fall asleep. If you are feeling
lucky on sea days you can visit the
on board Casino. Want to try your
engineering skills? Sign up for the
raw egg drop. The challenge is to
design a vessel that prevents the
egg from breaking when it is
dropped approximately 40 feet in
the Piazza (center of the ship).

When night arrives the bars and
night clubs get busy. Thirsty?
Order your favorite drink. Every
night there is live entertainment in
the clubs, it may be a comedian,
singers, hypnotist, or you can
dance the night away. There is line
dancing, ballroom dancing or just

“THE SHIP SPENT THE
DAY IN THE FJORDS OF

W ZEALAND WHERE
LLS AND WATERFALLS
ERE PLENTIFUL.

dance. If clubs are not your thing
test your detective skills in the
who’s telling the truth or liar liar
events. A panel of 3 people tries to
convince the audience that they
are telling the truth, but only one
is. You must decide who is telling
the truth.

Like trivia? You can do that too.
After a long day enjoy some quiet

time by watching a movie on the
big screen on deck under the stars.
Another option is the theater.
Every night there are live shows in
theater. Each night the show is
different. If you can sing, there
may be karaoke. There was
karaoke on our cruise.

Each night guests would do their
best karaoke. The best 7 were
chosen for the Voice of the Sea to
be held on the last night aboard.
They had 3 judges seated in chairs
just like the television show. The
judges would push their button
and their chairs would turn. The
contestants would select the coach
they wanted. Each coach would
select their best singer for the
finale. The three finalists
performed one last song. It was up
to the audience to cast their votes
for their favorite.

All of these events, shows and
programs are intended to get the
passengers involved, to give them a
vacation they will never forget. It
was an awesome cruise and we're
already looking forward to the
2025 cruise. Come join us in the
Caribbean boarding on January 25,
2025.

Sherry — As well as the many
amenities that Jack and I and
others enjoyed on the ship, some of
the best things, in my opinion,

were the various scenery we saw
in the different locations. We dined
in the SkyTower, 32 floors up with
a 360 degree rotation to see all of
Sydney. Many of our group toured
the inside of the Sydney Opera
House. We took a river boat trip up
the Yarrow River and went to the
Fitzroy Botanical Gardens. We
visited Tasmania. We went to some
animal parks/zoos/sanctuaries in
both Australia and New Zealand.
There we saw kangaroo, wombats,
many species of birds, lizards,
snakes and Joy’s favorite — Koalas.

The ship spent a day in the Fjords
of New Zealand where hills and
waterfalls were plentiful. We took
ferries to different parts of both
countries. The Martin’s and Jack
and I enjoyed ferrying over to
another island near Auckland.

One day a train ride took 10 of our
group to the countryside. One of
my favorite excursions was a long
day. We met our guide at our hotel
in Auckland at 6:00am the day
after leaving the ship. We drove to
Hobbiton where the Hobbit village
was set up.

We toured the movie location and
got to go inside one of the Hobbit
homes. After that we were driven
to the Phutu Geyser and
Geothermal areas of New Zealand.
We returned to our hotel around



7:00pm.

Our guides were very knowledgeable at all of the
areas. I know I am forgetting some of the places we
saw, it was all wonderful. And of course I can’t forget
the many souvenir shops that we had to go to!

Reconnecting with friends that we don’t see often
because of the physical distances between our states
and countries is always a highlight of our ‘Pumpkin
Cruises”.

Joan, and her GPC hall of fame husband, Alan, live in Ohio. She
has organized several cruises for the giant pumpkin
community, as a travel agent. The Gibsons have visited over 70
countries.



CALIFORNIA
GROWERS

SPRING MEETING

We held our annual
Growers Forum and
Social Saturday March
23rd at Elk Grove Park
Pumpkin Pavilion. We
were honored to have our
very own GPC
Representative and GPC
Madam Vice President
Cindy Tobeck in
attendance. Several
growers were recognized
and awarded jackets
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GIANT PUMPKIN FESTIVAL

including Nick Kennedy,
Ron Root, and Gary Miller,
our very own
Dumbledore of the Giant
Pumpkin world. Can't wait
to see you all again the
first weekend in October
to celebrate our 30th
Anniversary Giant
Pumpkin Festival October
5th & 6th at Elk Grove
Park.




Southern Growers converged on Elkin, NC from 4 different states to spend a day with one
another and listen to a couple of great growers share their growing insights. In the morning Andrew
Vial presented his thoughts on the techniques that are productive toward growing a huge watermelon.
Of note his research highlighted the information that almost all of the 300 plus pound melons were
grown on finger and main vines that were 7 to 10 feet from the crown of the plant. There hasn't been
any 300 pound melons grown more than 12 feet out from the stump.

The day also included packaging seeds for sale and covering the status of many of the Southern
weigh-offs. Supporters like Agri Supply, AG care, Be Organics, Coastal Ag and Tractor supply gave us
great products or gift cards to raffle off. Stoller the makers of Urea Mate were kind encugh to give us 1
Ib samples of Urea mate to give to every grower in attendance. Great seeds were available for growers
to claim if they wanted to grow them. Lunch time included a catered meal from 13 bones in Mt. Airy
and included ribs, pulled pork, BBQ Chicken a ton of sides and cookies and peach cobbler to finish off
the meal.

After lunch everyone settled in to their carbohydrate coma and Chris Rodebaugh presented his
talk on growing a pumpkin on a scale. Importantly he pointed out the consistent ebb and flow of fluid
in and out of the pumpkin during the day. In general the pumpkin lost weight in the afternoon and that
brought up the observation that if you are going to harvest the pumpkin, the morning time is probably
going to save you a few pounds as the pumpkin may take the entire night to regain the weight it loses in
the heat of the afternoon. How many times have we seen one pumpkin beat another by one half to 1
pound. When you cut it can make a difference.



bags for growers raffle tickets

. TN

The day wrapped up with group product distribution for growers that ordered. We had a great time just
being able to relax and visit with one another without the stress of a weigh off and deadlines. What
happens at the winter meeting is reflective of what must happen at the weigh offs as everyone pitched
in to help clean up the fellowship hall we were in. A special thanks goes to James and Rachel Cain who
stopped by the evening before and early that morning well before the meeting started to help get
things organized. The Southern Growers are motivated and focused! Look for big things from us this
year.



SOUTHERN
NEW ENGLAND
GIANT PUMPKIN
GROWERS

Woody Lancaster, the East Coast GPC rep presented awards to Steve Connolly for the bushel gourd
grower of the year, Joe Jutras for long gourd grower of the year and #1 long gourd in the world, and
Steve Sperry for Atlantic Giant grower of the year.




Vegetable Growers
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SUPPORTOUR SPONSORS

Thank you to all WOW growers
2023 Champions who used Wallace WOW products

Wallace Organic Wonder

www.wallacewow.com

> e o

Top: Ron Wallace 2344.5
Dave & Carol Stelts 2376.5
Steve Sperry 2464.5

Bottom: Charlie Bernstrom 2501
Don Barron 2404
Tom Montsma 2360

“If you want to be the best, you have to use the best."

-lan & Stuart Paton



NeptunestElanvest

LARGEST PUMPKIN EVER GROWN IN N. AMERICAN HISTORY!
2560 Ibs.!!

“Thank you Neptune’s Harvest!
| loved using your Fish & Seaweed as a great base
fertilizer, and when the plant needed a little jump, early on,
and throughout the season.” Travis Gienger, Anoka, MN
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SUPPORTOUR SPONSORS
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New York Botanical Gardens
2900 Southern Blvd.

Bronx, New York 10458

www.nybg.org

250 acres to explore: Enjoy seasonal highlights among
our outdoor collections and trails. The Garden is open
rain or shine. Dress for the weather and wear
comfortable attire for exploration.
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SUBMIT ARTIGLES T0 THE
GPC COMMON GROUND!

Thank you for reading Edition 21 of The GPC Common Ground! Itis
my hope to publish a newsletter that reflects the interests of giant
fruit and vegetable growers as well as provide educational content,
grower features, event recaps, club spotlights, and regional
highlights.

It is the intent of the GPC board to provide this newsletter to
growers worldwide as a means to exchange information, grow
community, and advance the weights of giant produce.

Article submissions are welcome! GPC Common Ground will be by
growers, for growers. It is easiest for me if articles are sent in a
plain text email, or a Word document with photos in jpg format.
Editing pdf files is difficult and time consuming, and sometimes
impossible.

GPC Common Ground will be published four times per year and
sent via email to subscribers. To subscribe, visit with GPC website:
www.gpcl.org/newsletter. Archived newsletters will be posted on
the GPC website.

Please direct feedback, photos, inquiries and article submissions to:

Cindy Tobeck: cindy@gpc1.org

Welcome to spring growers! | have been racking up the frequent
flier miles this year with pumpkin travel; | had a lovely time in
Kasterlee, Belgium, followed by a visit to the Michigan Growers
seminar, then enjoyed my time in Elk Grove, California for their
annual growers get together! After a personal trip to New Orleans
and the Florida pan handle for spring break, | am finally back home
to get things going in my patch!

| spent the entire fall and winter creating 30

s yards of glorious compost out of my horse
o manure pile, dairy solids, and loads and
. loads of maple leaves. | turned it weekly
- with my tractor, then added 2000 red
» wiggler composting worms once it cooled
< down a bit to finish the job. Finally, |
b inoculated it with some beneficial bacteria,
= and got busy spreading it on my no-till and
traditional patches this last weekend.

Spring is such a fun time of anticipation and

"\ | dreaming of big fall pumpkins! For me,
~ those dreams are what fuel me during the
next six months of hard work.
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