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   The GPC 2023 Heavy Hi tters
These gr ower s ear ned their  GPC jackets for  either  gr owing a 

single Atlantic Giant of 2200 pounds or  gr eater , or  for  
gr owing thr ee Atlantic Giants and taking them to thr ee 

differ ent sanctioned weigh offs for  a combined weight in 
excess of 4300 pounds.

-By Cindy Tobeck

The Various AG Grower of the 
Year Heavy Hitter jacket levels 

to aspire to:

4300 pound club

4500 pound club

4800 pound club

5100 pound club

5400 pound club

5700 pound club

6000 pound club

6300 pound club

6600 pound club

A publ icat ion 
dedicat ed t o 

gr ower s 
wor l d- wide who 
cul t ivat e giant  

f r uit s and 
vegetabl es

One of the most prestigious 
pieces of swag for a serious giant 
pumpkin or squash  grower is 
the GPC jacket. This year, several 
Grower of the Year jackets were 
awarded in Kasterlee, and for 
those not in attendance, at 
various regional pumpkin  club 
meetings. We all know how 
exceedingly difficult it is to grow 
a single Atlantic Giant and get it 
to the scale in one piece, so it 
stands to reason that  getting 
three to the scales is an amazing  

feat in itself! There were 48 growers who earned their jackets for growing and 
showing three giants, and 21 growers who were able to get a jacket with a 
single fruit in excess of 2200 pounds in last season. Let 's congratulate these 
amazing growers for their 2023 achievements!

4300 Pound Club

Halliday, Trevor British Columbia, Canada 4463.0 pounds

Barlow, John Wisconsin, USA 4455.5 pounds

Barlow, Merri Wisconsin, USA 4455.5 pounds

Miller, Gary California, USA 4448.0 pounds

Kline, Todd Quebec, Canada 4420.5 pounds

More 4300 pound club growers on the next page...



4300 Pound Club...Continued

Stan Pugh Washington, USA 4420.5 pounds 

Toboyek, Adam Wisconsin, USA 4405.5 pounds

Thompson, Earl Michigan, USA 4344.0 pounds

Jolivette, Rick Wisconsin, USA 4331.5 pounds

Barker, Ron Washington, USA 4320.0 pounds

4500 Pound Club

Stan Pugh Washington, USA 4420.5 pounds 

Cardwell, Harvey Oregon, USA 4745.5 pounds

Pugh, Russ Oregon, USA 4561.5 pounds

Grafe, Oliver Germany 4520.7 pounds

Thier, Larry Iowa, USA 4743.5 pounds

4800 Pound Club

Fleser, Dan Michigan, USA 5046.5 pounds

Bongers, Paul Minnesota, USA 4952.0 pounds

Rose, Jerry Ohio, USA 4927.0 pounds 

Rose, Jerry III Ohio, USA 4927.0 pounds

Althoff, Ryan S. Dakota, USA 4813.5 pounds

Leer, Shannon Wisconsin, USA 4811.5 pounds

GPC Heavy Hit t ers



5100 Pound Club

Rodebaugh, Chris West Virginia, USA 5399.9 pounds

Thompson, Dan Wisconsin, USA 5396.0 pounds

Weursching, Matthias Germany 5380.1 pounds

Holand, Joel Washington, USA 5350.5 pounds

Pritchard, John Ohio, USA 5335.5 pounds

Friermood, Todd Indiana, USA 5227.0 pounds

Platte, Joe Michigan, USA 5168.5 pounds

Frias, Ruben California, USA 5152.0 pounds

5400 Pound Club

Ford, Jim Wisconsin, USA 5680.0 pounds

Croyle, Lance Pennsylvania, USA 5585.5 pounds

Neptune, Bill Ohio, USA 5522.0 pounds

Corbin, Amy Wyoming, USA 5440.0 pounds

Corbin, Andy Wyoming, USA 5441.0 pounds

Tobeck, Cindy Washington, USA 5429.5 pounds

Hoornstra, Glenn Michigan, USA 5152.0 pounds

GPC Heavy Hit t ers



5700 Pound Club

Werner, Quinn Pennsylvania, USA 5990.0 pounds

Caspers, Pete Iowa, USA 5988.5 pounds

Stelts, Dave Pennsylvania, USA 5966.5 pounds

Stelts, Carol Pennsylvania, USA 5966.5 pounds

Uhlmeyer, Jeff Washington, USA 5759.5 pounds

Sherwood, Jim Oregon, USA 5752.0 pounds

Trombley, Tom Michigan, USA 5720.0 pounds

6000 Pound Club

Cyrus, Robert W. Virginia, USA 6232.0 pounds

6300 Pound Club

Andrusz, Scott New York, USA 6519.5 pounds

6600 Pound Club

Sperry, Steven Rhode Island, USA 6817.5 pounds

Stelts, Dave Pennsylvania, USA 6746.5 pounds

Stelts, Carol Pennsylvania, USA 6746.5 pounds

2200 Pound Club

Trombley, Tom Michigan, USA 2283.0 pounds

Kisamore, Rick Ohio, USA 2266.0 pounds

Andrusz, Scott New York, USA 2251 & 2245 lbs

Marintzer, Jacob Kansas, USA 2239.5 pounds

Klema/Solberg Minnesota, USA 2237.0 pounds

Stelts D. & C. Pennsylvania, USA 2227.0 pounds

GPC Heavy Hit t ers



2200 Pound Club...continued

Jutras, Joe Rhode Island, USA 2217.5 pounds

Chan, Dave British Columbia, Canada 2212.0 pounds

Boonan, Herman Belgium 2209.0 pounds

2300 Pound Club

Montsma, Tom Wisconsin, USA 2360.0 pounds

Wallace, Ron Rhode Island, USA 2344.5 pounds

Stoeckl, Luca Germany 2319.3 pounds

Stelts, D. & C. Pennsylvania, USA 2376.5 pounds

2400 Pound Club

Root, Ron California, USA 2497.0 pounds

Kennedy, Nick California, USA 2497.0 pounds

Sperry, Steve Rhode Island, USA 2465.5 pounds

Mathiowetz, Brian Wisconsin, USA 2420.0 pounds

Barron, Don Michigan, USA 2404.0 pounds

2500 Pound Club

Bernstrom, Charlie, Minnesota, USA 2501.0 pounds

2600 Pound Club

Team Petrelli Italy 2610.3 pounds

2700 Pound Club

Gienger, Travis Minnesota, USA 2749.0 pounds

Thank you to Jack LaRue for compilling this information.

GPC Heavy Hit t ers



GPC Biggest  Overall: 
Travis Gienger



GPC Heaviest  Overall 
(one per  grower )

1. Gienger, Travis USA 2749.0 pounds

2. Team Petrelli Italy 2610.3 pounds

3. Bernstrom, Charlie USA 2501.0 pounds

4. Root/ Kennedy Team USA 2497.0 pounds

5. Sperry, Steve USA 2465.0 pounds

6. Mathiowetz, Brian USA 2420.0 pounds

7. Barron, Don USA 2404.0 pounds

8.  Stelts, D. & C. USA 2376.0 pounds

9. Montsma, Tom USA 2360.0 pounds

10. Wallace, Ron USA 2360.0 pounds

11. Stoeckl, Luca GER 2319.3 pounds

12. Trombley, Tom USA 2283.0 pounds

13. Kisamore, Rick USA 2266.0 pounds

14. Andrusz, Scott USA 2251.0 pounds

15. Marintzer, Jacob USA 2239.5 pounds

16. Klema/ Solberg USA 2237.0 pounds

17. Jutras, Joe USA 2217.0 pounds

18. Chan, Dave CAN 2212.0 pounds

19. Boonan, Herman BEL 2209.0 pounds

20. Haist, K & B. USA 2198.5 pounds

21. Grafe, Oliver GER 2181.5 pounds

22. Ford, Jim USA 2177.0 pounds

23. Barlow, J. & M. USA 2151.5 pounds

24. Rodebaugh, Chris USA 2144.5 pounds

25. Pritchard, Chris USA 2140.0 pounds 



GPC Heaviest  Ot her  
Giant  Cat egor ies

GIANT SQUASH

1. Cindy Tobeck USA 1884.0 pounds

2. Vanheuckelom, Luc BEL 1857.4 pounds

3. Team Vodakamelone AUS 1839.8 pounds

GIANT WATERMELON

1. Chris Kent USA 308.1 pounds

2. Todd Dawson USA 299.4 pounds

3. Frank Mudd USA 297.4 pounds

lONGEST GOURD

1. Joe Jutras USA 159.00 inches

2. Elroy Morgan USA 150.88 inches

3. Frank Ansems CAN 150.00 inches

GIANT TOMATO

1. Jack LaRue USA 10.46 pounds

2. Mehdi Daho FRA 8.80 pounds

3. D. & J. Faust USA 8.49 pounds

GIANT FIELD PUMPKIN

1. Steve Razo USA 235.0 pounds

2. Mark Baggs ENG 196.2 pounds

3. Doug Court CAN 172.0 pounds



GPC Heaviest  Ot her  
Giant  Cat egor ies

GIANT MARROW

1. Mark Baggs ENG 253.5 pounds

2. John Harnica USA 138.0 pounds

3. Tim Saint ENG 134.5 pounds

BUSHEL GOURD

1. Adam Steiner USA 323.0 pounds

2. Steve Connolly USA 317.0 pounds

3. B. & B. MacKenzie CAN 303.0 pounds



 The GPC bids  f or mer
 Vice Pr es ident  Mar io

 Jagl ar z  a happy  
r et i r ement !  



NEW GPC 
of f icers were 
announced in 
Kast er lee, 
Belgium : 
Cindy Tobeck   
is t he GPC's 
new Vice 
President , 
West  Coast  
Rep, and 
Newslet t er , 
and Luca 
St oeck l w il l  
be a 
Represent at ive 
for  t he 
int ernat ional 
sit es.



I really hadn't considered the thought of a 
growers jacket for probably the first 4 years 
into my growing career. I believe it started 
when my cousin, Brad Perham and Uncle 
Walt Perham grew a top 10 Pumpkin back 
in 2007 (1467 Perham). I thought, "That 's 
kind of a cool looking jacket." I didn't give it 
much more thought until a year or 2 later 
when I witnessed my friend Jim Sherwood 
achieve his jacket at a weigh off on the 
Oregon coast and the excitement Jim had 
the moment he knew he had the required 
weight for taking 3 pumpkins to 3 different 
weigh offs that totaled  4000 pounds. So I 
had find out more about this jacket thing. 

In the years to come I  had attended several 
GPC seminars in Niagara and witnessed all 
these awards, jackets and trophies going 
out to growers. I was hooked! So then came 
the challenge that I know I'm not alone in, 
and that was seeing growers with less 
growing time than myself getting their 
jackets and having great seasons and I was 

falling just short year after year. 

A new and  energetic grower (Cindy Tobeck) 
came up to my cousin Brad and I at the 
Washington State Fair some 13 years ago 
where we had been selling club seeds. She 
grabbed a nearby chair and sat it in front of 
us.  She broke out this note pad which she 
seemed to have pages of questions on it to 
ask us. I like to think we played a role in her 
ascension to what she's achieved over the 
years. Watching her successes over the 
years and  the awards she's won kept piling 
up set my resolve  even 

higher to try and  
obtain my jacket. 
After all, I thought, if 
she could do this 
why can't I? As 

pumpkin luck would 
have it, it wouldn't be 

until now that I hopefully have 
turned the corner. We lived in the Sumner 
valley only a few miles from where Joel 
Holland lives. I for sure thought I would 
have success in getting to jacket status in a 
year or two. After our 2nd year there I 
started to get some decent sized pumpkins, 
yet every year I seemed to fall short: from a 
barrage of varmints making a pumpkin look 
like Swiss cheese, to  the depressing 
blossom end splits. In 2013 grower Rollie  
Kroeger  called me and mentioned he had a 
couple new growers he'd like to bring by for 
a mini patch tour.

One those growers was Jeff Ulhmeyer.  
Since then, Jeff has had some great success 
as well. His breakout season was with a 

af t er  many 
year s, r on 

f inal ly ear ns 
his j acket !

M y Jack et Journey
By: Ron Barker



1927 BEAUTY at Half Moon Bay and a year 
or 2 later winning HMB with a 2102. There 
have been a few other influential growers 
along the way, but Cindy and Jeff were 
most notable for me as they both remain 
friends today. Jeff would check in several 
times during the summers. This year as 
things were going he would call and see 
how things were  coming along. I often 
think he was more excited for me than I 
was, even though he was having a great 
season himself. Plus, he had started a seed 
I grew last year as a back up and he ended 
up growing my 1363 Barker seed (1940 
Urena x 1747.5 Handy) which both sides 
went over 20% heavy, and the genetics had 
been proven out already. He ended up 
winning at Bauman Farms weigh off with it.  
It meant so very much to me to have a 
good friend grow a seed of mine and have 
great success with it. In 2023 I had started 
what I thought was one of my best 
collections of seeds to grow. (2365 Wolf, 
2006 Wolf, and the 1940 Urena.  The 
season started off with a bit of adversity, as 
usual. I had my left shoulder operated on in 
the first part of March. So  I was already 

thinking, "Well, I'll just do what I can and 
hope I can at least get a new personal best, 
or maybe win a weigh off.  I was basically 
trying to stay positive so that this season 
could be different than the last few had 
been. For many, many years yet another 
GREAT friend and grower, Stan Pugh, 
(whom also achieved his jacket this year) 
offered to help me spread my 
amendments. This was an extreme blessing 
to have friends like this in this hobby.  The 
soil got tilled, new greenhouse plastic put 
on again with help from Jeff, Stan, my 
daughter 's boyfriend and my brother. 

April came and all my seeds were started at 
Stan's. 

Proceeding through the season to 
pollination time, all all were pollinated 
about the end of June and early July. 

I was noticing that my fertilizer injector 
hadn't been working very well, and I kept 
trying to find out what was causing it to not 
work right. I was thinking yet again this was 
going to derail my hopes for the season. 

Through July at the 30 day marks, I started 
to get excited since 2 out of the 4 pumpkins 
had the biggest 30 day measurements I had 
ever had, and a 3rd wasn't far behind. But I 
tried to not get too excited for fear of what 
could happen. 

In mid to late August they are continued to 
do well, so much so I shared with my 
cousin Brad Perham and he came by to 
check them out a couple of times.   I was 
starting to feel excited and really starting to 
see the finish line. The 1st weigh off in 

My Jacket  Journey...Cont inued
By: Ron Barker



September was approaching. I hadn't 
planned on taking one up there until one 
pumpkin had slowed to a crawl at day 
70-ish. Its momma had done well at the 
scale so my hope was it would too. Trust 
me I was doing A LOT of weight speculation 
based on their   measurements. So I took it 
to a weigh off  (it measured in the 
1300-pound+ range, and I had hoped for a 
good heavy percentage that would put me 
in a good spot to start the season. 

Well it went lighter that I had hoped, and I 
was recalculating what my others would 
have to do to meet my goal. 

Earlier in the year I had heard that the GPC 
had raised the qualifying weight to 4300 
pounds from 4000 to get a jacket. I thought 
"Ah man, I hadn't made it at 4K; how in the 
world am I going to make it at 4300!?" My 
two biggest ones had continued growing at 
a new PB rate. As a back up goal I  thought 
of to get at least  a new PB.I took the 
smaller one to a Seattle weigh off with the 
hope that it might go heavier than the last 
one. I was hopeful  that it would put me 
back on track. It did not, which was sort of 
ok.          

My two biggest measurements were well 
over what I would need to get my jacket, 
and at worst I would have a new PB. At the 
next weigh off, the one I was going to take 
my biggest. It was was taping well over 
1700 lbs. With the luck I had with that seed 
last year, I thought surely this could do 
something incredible. At the weigh off I 
measured in as the 2nd highest right 

behind my friend, Cindy. Now mind you, it 
had been quite sometime since I even had 
a snowball's chance at winning a big weigh 
off, let alone since Cindy had been on the 
roll she has been. I was trying my best to 
not get over confident. My pumpkin went 
to the scale, and they read it off, "Wow Ron 
you're gonna like this: a new PB of.....1509!" 
I was modestly 
happy for the PB, 
but it  fell short of 
at least going to 
chart, and 
dropped me from 
2nd to 5th place. I 
was certain the 
scale was wrong; it 
had to be 
something...  

My Jacket  Journey....Cont inued
By: Ron Barker



With one pumpkin left, and two weigh offs 
to go both in Oregon, I was adding my total 
up, and even with a new PB in hand, I 
WANTED MY JACKET!!! 

Some time ago I had purchased an inline 
scale and I had a tripod set up. I had been 
talking to Jim Sherwood, Jeff Uhlmeyer and 
Cindy Tobeck,  and running things by them. 
I weighed my last pumpkin (in the patch) 
knowing that I needed 1582 lbs to hit 4300 
even. I zeroed out the scale and subtracted 
more than I thought the ring weighed. 
Hesitant to look the scale, it read 1567. I 
was somewhat disappointed,  since I 
needed 15 more pounds, but knowing I had 
2 weeks to go I struggled to remain 
positive. 

The pumpkin at this point was right around 
80+ days old and even though it was 
putting on minimal gains I wondered if was 
it going to be enough? I had two more 

weeks to worry if it was going to make to 
that last weigh off, but would it even weigh 
enough? 

Five days before the last weigh off, 
Terminator, and the injector issue was still 

bugging me as to why it wasn't working 
right. The last thing I checked was the 
digital timer. Guess what? I removed it, did 
a test, and BAM, it ran like a charm! With 
my hand firmly pressed on my forehead 
and for the next few days shaking my head 
in wonderment thinking how much that 
could have changed things had I fixed that 
sooner. This was most certainly going to be 
one more year of missing my jacket goal. I 
measured my last pumpkin the day before 
the weigh off and it was taping  over what I 
needed only by about 15 pounds. As most 
of you could assume, I was expecting the 
worst as my  previous pumpkins had gone 
light.

I got loaded up and headed down to the 
weigh off with Jim, Jeff, Cindy, and a few 
others all encouraging me with, "You got 
this!"  

When it came time for my pumpkin to be 
weighed my friend Jack La Rue leaned over 
and said, "Ron I'm thinking it gonna go 
1600." I raised my crossed fingers and said I 
hope so. Jim was talking to the crowd about 
my jacket journey and how this season had 
been going for me and what I needed to 
complete  the EXTREMELY long journey for 
my jacket.  To add to the suspense I stood 
in front of my pumpkin with my back to the 
scale and waited for the crowd's response!  
Walking over I prayed, "Lord whatever it 
comes out to be I thank you for the 
opportunity to experience what it is." The 
crowd cheered even louder. Jim said, "Ok 
lets see what we got!" That short time 
between his last word and the eventual 

My Jacket  Journey....Cont inued
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eruption of cheers as I turned to see the 
readout seemed like a long time. I looked 
up and saw "1601". I wont lie, I stated to cry 
a litt le. After years of trying,  always  
watching as others had their days of 
triumph, and all the  other growers who 
had made their goals in way less time than 
I had, all washed away as I had finally got 
my JACKET! 

 

During the weigh off I set up a FB live feed 
of the event. I had it on for the top 3 
pumpkins which my was 2nd largest.  I 
didn't really care what place I got. After 
turning and seeing the weight, Eddy Z. 
came over and gave me a high 5 and the 
biggest bear hug I think I ever had ("YOU 
GOT IT RON!!") Jim came over and said, 

"Well worth the wait wasn't it Ron?!" I felt 
like I'd won the lottery. Moments later one 
of my close friends from Missouri called me 
(he'd been watching the live feed and knew 
of my journey) crying and shouting, "You 
got it, you got it brother. I am so happy for 
you!! Shortly after that Cindy called me 
from New York where she was at a GPC 
event, and she mentioned that Woody had 
heard I qualified for the jacket, and she was 
so excited to hear that I got it, that she said 
she had to call me.  Earlier in the year I 
found that the GPC Big Show (award 
ceremony) was in Kasterlee, Belgium. So as 
you can guess, I wasn't about miss out on 
having my moment on the stage. It didn't 
matter how far I would have to go. What 
made it a bit sweeter was that Cindy was 
going to be the one presenting me my 
jacket. I can't thank my pumpkin friends 
enough for their support through the years, 
especially this year. You know who you are. 

My Jacket  Journey....Cont inued
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The question in 2022 was where we are going on our  
next cruise. Decision made - Mexico in 2023 then 
Austral ia, Tasmania andNew  Zealand in 2024.

A ful l  year  and a half  of planning for  the 2024 tr ip 
fol lowed. What do we need: passpor ts, visas, f l ights, 
hotels, tr anspor tation, Austr al ian money, New  Zealand 
money? What do we want to see and do?

I felt sor r y for  our  cruise dir ector  Joan Gibson. How  do 
you please ever yone? A group of over  20 people from 
al l  over  Nor th Amer ica. I t is l ike tr ying to herd cats. 
But somehow  she got i t done. Thank you Joan!

We left home on Tuesday crossed the International 
Date Line and I do not know  how  many time zones.

The f l ight from Los Angeles to Sydney was 15 hours 
non-stop. We ar r ived in Sydney, Austral ia on a 
Thursday. We spent two and half  days in Sydney 
before boarding the cruise ship (boat).

I f  you have never  taken a cruise you w i l l  be amazed 
by the size of these boats. Our  home tow n has a 
population of 1500, the boat held 5000 people. I t is a 
f loating ci ty! 

We planned several excursions in the por ts of cal l . We 
had to see the di f ferent countr ies, ci ties, beaches, 
f jords, botanical gardens, animal parks, histor ical 
si tes, mountains, geysers, and water fal ls.

Jack - There is too much to cover  in one ar ticle. 
Therefore I w i l l  concentrate on the ship and activi ties 
on board.

When the boat docks most of the passengers get off . 
No big l ines anywhere on board. There are so many 
things to do on the boat, why leave? After  the long 
f l ights and jet lag I just wanted to stay in our  sui te and 
relax. Our  room was ver y clean. Almost ever y time we 
left, when we returned the bed was made and the 
room cleaned. Our  room had a stocked mini  bar , f lat 

screen television, safe, 
r efr igerator , couch, 
chair s and tables also a 
pr ivate deck w ith, 
chair s, lounge chair s 
and table. The 
bathroom had a large 
shower  w ith 
emergency buttons just 
in case. The f i r st day I 
accidental ly hi t one of 
the buttons, we got a 
cal l  immediately from the medical team to see i f  we 
needed help. I f  we wanted a snack, extr a towel, dr inks 
or  a blanket, etc. , we could cal l  or  ask our  room 
attendant and what we asked for  would be delivered 
to our  room. Talk about being spoi led, we were. No 
need to over  pack the boat has laundr y rooms. One 
was just dow n the hall  from our  room. If  you want to 
work out they have a f i tness center , weights, 
tr eadmil ls, stationar y bikes, jogging path, r unning 

tr ack, basketball , mini  golf , 
table tennis, shuff le board 

and pickle ball . Are you 
hungr y after  working out? 
Head to the buffet which 
seems to be open almost 
24 hours a day. The food 
selection was ver y good. I f  

crowded, or  buffets are not 
your  style you can choose to 

visi t one of the f ine 
r estaurants. After  the buffet i f  

you notice a l i ttle muscle pain from your  work out you 
can visi t the spa, get a massage or  acupuncture. I f  
your  feet hur t visi t the foot pain r el ief special ists. I f  
the muscle pain is more ser ious visi t the medical 
center. I f  you want to just lay in the sun around the 
many pools and hot tubs on board there are plenty of 
lounge chair s. I f  you need a snack by the pool you can 
order  a burger  or  hot dog w ith fr ies and soda. I f  you 
want ice cream just get 
off  the lounge chair  
and walk over  to the 
fr ee ice cream bar. 
Those of us w ith a 
ser ious sweet tooth 
visi ted the gelato bar  
for  a decadent deser t. 
Tir ed of the deck and 
sun? You can visi t the 
on board shops for  a 
new  outf i t or  maybe 
some jewelr y. Looking 
for  a new  painting to 
hang on your  wall? You 

2024 Pum pk in Cruise
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can purchase one in the ar t gal ler y 
or  hold off  for  the ar t auction. I f  
you tr avel w i th chi ldren and want 
some fr ee time you can drop them 
at the super vised ar cade or  the age 
appropr iate clubs. Spend some 
time in the l ibrar y or  r eti r e to your  
room, select a fr ee movie and l ike 
me fal l  asleep. I f  you are feel ing 
lucky on sea days you can visi t the 
on board Casino. Want to tr y your  
engineer ing ski l ls? Sign up for  the 
r aw  egg drop. The challenge is to 
design a vessel that prevents the 
egg from breaking when i t is 
dropped approximately 40 feet in 
the Piazza (center  of the ship). 

When night ar r ives the bars and 
night clubs get busy. Thir sty? 
Order  your  favor i te dr ink. Ever y 
night there is l ive enter tainment in 
the clubs, i t may be a comedian, 
singers, hypnotist, or  you can 
dance the night away. There is l ine 
dancing, bal lroom dancing or  just 

dance. I f  clubs are not your  thing 
test your  detective ski l ls in the 
who?s tel l ing the tr uth or  l iar  l iar  
events. A panel of 3 people tr ies to 
convince the audience that they 
are tel l ing the tr uth, but only one 
is. You must decide who is tel l ing 
the tr uth. 

Like tr ivia? You can do that too. 
After  a long day enjoy some quiet 

time by watching a movie on the 
big screen on deck under  the star s. 
Another  option is the theater. 
Ever y night there are l ive shows in 
theater. Each night the show  is 
di f ferent. I f  you can sing, there 
may be karaoke. There was 
karaoke on our  cruise.

Each night guests would do their  
best karaoke. The best 7 were 
chosen for  the Voice of the Sea to 
be held on the last night aboard. 
They had 3 judges seated in chair s 
just l ike the television show. The 
judges would push their  button 
and their  chair s would turn. The 
contestants would select the coach 
they wanted. Each coach would 
select their  best singer  for  the 
f inale. The three f inal ists 
per formed one last song. I t was up 
to the audience to cast their  votes 
for  their  favor i te. 

Al l  of these events, shows and 
programs are intended to get the 
passengers involved, to give them a 
vacation they w i l l  never  forget. I t 
was an awesome cruise and we'r e 
alr eady looking for ward to the 
2025 cruise. Come join us in the 
Car ibbean boarding on Januar y 25, 
2025.

Sher r y ? As well  as the many 
amenities that Jack and I and 
others enjoyed on the ship, some of 
the best things, in my opinion, 

were the var ious scener y we saw  
in the di f ferent locations. We dined 
in the SkyTower , 32 f loor s up w ith 
a 360 degree rotation to see al l  of 
Sydney. Many of our  group toured 
the inside of the Sydney Opera 
House. We took a r iver  boat tr ip up 
the Yar row  River  and went to the 
Fi tzroy Botanical Gardens. We 
visi ted Tasmania. We went to some 
animal parks/zoos/sanctuar ies in 
both Austral ia and New  Zealand. 
There we saw  kangaroo, wombats, 
many species of bir ds, l izards, 
snakes and Joy?s favor i te ? Koalas. 

The ship spent a day in the Fjords 
of New  Zealand where hi l ls and 
water fal ls were plenti ful. We took 
fer r ies to di f ferent par ts of both 
countr ies. The Mar tin?s and Jack 
and I enjoyed fer r ying over  to 
another  island near  Auckland. 

One day a tr ain r ide took 10 of our  
group to the countr yside. One of 
my favor i te excursions was a long 
day. We met our  guide at our  hotel 
in Auckland at 6:00am the day 
after  leaving the ship. We drove to 
Hobbiton where the Hobbit vi l lage 
was set up.

We toured the movie location and 
got to go inside one of the Hobbit 
homes. After  that we were dr iven 
to the Phutu Geyser  and 
Geothermal areas of New  Zealand. 
We returned to our  hotel around 

"The  ship  spent   t he 
day  in   t he  fjor ds  of  
new  zeal and  wher e 
hil l s  and   wat er fal l s 
wer e   pl ent if ul ."

PUMPKIN 
CRUISING 
Aust r al ian  wat er s 



7:00pm.

Our  guides were ver y know ledgeable at al l  of the 
areas. I  know  I am forgetting some of the places we 
saw , i t was al l  wonder ful. And of course I can?t forget 
the many souvenir  shops that we had to go to!

Reconnecting w ith fr iends that we don?t see often 
because of the physical distances between our  states 
and countr ies is always a highl ight of our  ?Pumpkin 
Cruises?.

JOAN  GIBSON: 
ANNUAL  
CRUISE 
ORGANIZER

Joan, and her GPC hall of fame husband, Alan, live in Ohio. She 
has organized several cruises for the giant pumpkin 
community, as a travel agent. The Gibsons have visited over 70 
countries.



 

We held our annual 
Growers Forum and 
Social Saturday March 
23rd at Elk Grove Park 
Pumpkin Pavilion. We 
were honored to have our 
very own GPC 
Representative and GPC 
Madam Vice President 
Cindy Tobeck in 
attendance. Several 
growers were recognized 
and awarded jackets 

including Nick Kennedy, 
Ron Root, and Gary Miller, 
our very own 
Dumbledore of the Giant 
Pumpkin world. Can't wait 
to see you all again the 
first weekend in October 
to celebrate our 30th 

Anniversary Giant 
Pumpkin Festival October 
5th & 6th at Elk Grove 
Park.

CALIFORNIA 
GROWERS 
spr ing   meet ing 



Sout hern Growers Spr ing Meet ing, March 23rd
By: Susie Zuerner



Sout hern Growers Spr ing Meet ing...Cont .
By: Susie Zuerner



Woody Lancaster, the East Coast GPC rep presented awards to Steve Connolly for the bushel gourd 
grower of the year, Joe Jutras for long gourd grower of the year and #1 long gourd in the world, and 
Steve Sperry for Atlantic Giant grower of the year.







Suppor t  our  Sponsor s

Top: Ron Wallace 2344.5

Dave & Carol Stelts 2376.5

Steve Sperry 2464.5

Bottom: Charlie Bernstrom 2501

Don Barron 2404

Tom Montsma 2360

2023 Cham pions who used Wallace WOW product s

"If you want to be the best, you have to use the best."

  -Ian & Stuart Paton



Suppor t  our  Sponsor s



NYBG
 

 

 

New York Botanical Gardens
2900 Southern Blvd.

Bronx, New York 10458

www.nybg.org

Suppor t  our  Sponsor s

250 acres t o explore: Enjoy seasonal highlights among 

our outdoor collections and trails. The Garden is open 

rain or shine. Dress for the weather and wear 

comfortable attire for exploration.

ascension



Welcome to spring growers! I have been racking up the frequent 
flier miles this year with pumpkin travel; I had a lovely time in 
Kasterlee, Belgium, followed by a visit to the Michigan Growers 
seminar, then enjoyed my time in Elk Grove, California for their 
annual growers get together! After a personal trip to New Orleans 
and the Florida pan handle for spring break, I am finally back home 
to get things going in my patch! 

I spent the entire fall and winter creating 30 
yards of glorious compost out of my horse 
manure pile, dairy solids, and loads and 
loads of maple leaves. I turned it weekly 
with my tractor, then added 2000 red 
wiggler composting worms once it cooled 
down a bit to finish the job. Finally, I 
inoculated it with some beneficial bacteria, 
and got busy spreading it on my no-till and 
traditional patches this last weekend.

Spring is such a fun time of anticipation and 
dreaming of big fall pumpkins! For me, 
those dreams are what fuel me during the 
next six months of hard work.

 Cont act  Your  GPC  
Represent at ives:

Submit  ar t icl es  t o  t he  
GPC  Common  Gr ound!

Thank you for reading Edition 21 of The GPC Common Ground!   It is 
my hope to publish a newsletter that reflects the interests of giant 
fruit and vegetable growers as well as provide educational content, 
grower features, event recaps, club spotlights, and regional 
highlights. 

It is the intent of the GPC board to provide this newsletter to 
growers worldwide as a means to exchange information, grow 
community, and advance the weights of giant produce. 

Article submissions are welcome! GPC Common Ground will be by 
growers, for growers.  It  is easiest  for  m e if  ar t icles are sent  in a 
plain t ext  em ail, or  a Word docum ent  w it h phot os in jpg form at . 
Edit ing pdf  f i les is dif f icult  and t im e consum ing, and som et im es 
im possible.

GPC Common Ground will be published four times per year and 
sent via email to subscribers. To subscribe, visit with GPC website: 
www.gpc1.org/newsletter. Archived newsletters will be posted on 
the GPC website.

Please direct feedback, photos, inquiries and article submissions to:

Cindy Tobeck :  cindy@gpc1.org

 Gary"Wizzy" Grande
President 

wiz@gpc1.org 

 Cindy Tobeck
Vice 
President/Newsletter
Cindy@gpc1.org
West Coast Sites

  

Pete Caspers
Treasurer

Pete@gpc1.org
Central Region   

Laverne 
Wojciechowski
Secretary
Laverne@gpc1.org
Central/West Canada 

  

Nick McCaslin
Nick@gpc1.org

The South 

  

Jacob Marintzer
Plains & Rocky 
Mountains 

  

Todd Kline
todd@gpc1.org

Ontario & Quebec 

Fred Ansems
fred@gpc1.org
Eastern Canada

Luca Stoeckl
International Sites                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Luca@gpc1.org 

  

Woody Lancaster
woody@gpc1.org
Northeast                

Mark Mourlas
mark@gpc1.org

Great Lakes

Patrik Ressel

patrik@gpc1.org

Europe
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