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Meet Jack LaRue 

Jack has been 

growing giants for many 

years in the state of 

Washington. Lately, he 

has been focusing on 

giant tomatoes, and is 

one of the top growers 

in the world in that 

category. When he is 

not in the garden, he 

spends MANY hours on 

his computer compiling 

statistics for the GPC. 

His database is 

expansive and is 

frequently updated. You 

can find all of his 

information on the GPC 

home page under the 

'About' tab, where you 

will see "Jack's Stats". 

Check it out and see if 

you can find yourself in 

there! 

Summer, 2023 

Historical GPC Stats 

The snapshot of the two spreadsheets below is an example of one of the many 
statistical resources that you can find on the GPC web page under Jack's stats. 
Within the database you will find spreadsheets for GPC Country, State and 
Province Records/Overall with regional selections. To find what you are looking 
for just click on the right hand side of the blue box. A drop down list of locations 
will appear. Just scroll down until you find the location you are interested in, and 
then point and click. The top spreadsheet provides record holder results per 
GPC category. The lower spreadsheet provides the record holders for each of 
the GPC categories for that location (country, state and province). 

Please do not make needed updates to the page. Instead email Jack LaRue 
Uasher@scattercreek.com) or your regional representative and let us know 
what needs to be updated. Include information in regards to weight/length, 
grower, home town and year. 

GPC Rqional Record Holders Select a region by using blue cell pull-down menu 

You need a Google account and must be signed into it in order to operate the pull down menu5, below 

Stata/ Prov/ Country 

GPC Rea::inl Holden. Sean:h by location (tap the right side of the blue box) If a 0.00 appeaB no GPC entries have been recorded for that location 

WEIGHT GROWER HOMETOWN 
COUNTRY 

VEAR 

Pumpkins Idaho • 1400.00 Steffltt, DJ Nampa United States 2017 

Squash Washin3ton • 21130.00 Tobeck, Cindy Otympia United States 2021 

Long Gourds Ontario . 173.75 Eaton, Al Richmond Canada 20n 

Watermelons Kentucky • 341.00 Mudd, Frank ViM Grove United Statl!S 2019 

Tomatoes Georgia " •. 63 Holloway, Jab Bowdon United StatH 2023 

Field Pumpkins England • 218.30 Baggs,Mark Donet United Kingdom 20n 

Bushel Gourds Massachusetts • U0.50 Connolly, Steve Sh.iron United States 2020 

M.iirrow England • 235.90 Bag',Mark Donet UnitedKingdom 20n 

SN rd, th.is section by logtion, click on the right side of the blUI! box. AM GPC remrders for that l�on and all GPC cate10ries will appear 

AG'• SQUASH 

Georgia WEIGHT GROWER VEAR WElGITT GROWER VEAR 

1306.00 Grlulo,Tim 2017 166.90 Holoway, Stow 2013 

LONG GOURDS WATERMELONS TOMATOES 

LENGTH GROWER YEAR WEIGHT GROWER VEAR WEIGHT GROWER YEAR 
118.00 Attaway, Sob 2009 109.00 WIison, K.W. 2021 4.63 Holloway, Jake 2023 

FIELD PUMPKINS BUSHEL GOURDS 

I WE�� 
MARROW 

WEIG� GROWER VEAR WEIG� GROWER VEAR GROW£R YEAR 
181.00 Holloway, Ji,ke 20n 



Honoring M arv M eisner

Larry and Sue Checkon presented the GPC  Vine Of Honor award to Judith 
Meisner for her husband, the late Marv Meisner.





Washington State's Late Spring Freeze
By: Brandon Clayton

I was hit by a June 4th freeze this year.  I want to share what I learned.

First, I know that in my area this is possible, but we had 
such a warm May with more than a week of 80 degree 
weather, I figured the soil temps would be so high that a 
June freeze would be impossible.  I was wrong.  (I do live 
at 800 feet elevation which cools things down by a few 
degrees.)

On the night of June 3rd the plant in the main patch had 
slightly outgrown its pvc hut and its plastic protection, so I 
left the plant uncovered.  And as a further indulgence, I 
also figured that the cooler weather would slow the plant 
down and help me catch up on vine burying.  (I wonder if 
other growers are guilty of this passive throttling back of 
their plants!)  At this point, I should have been asking 
myself, "Am I propogating mistakes or a winning pumpkin?"

Well, by the AM of June 4th, the dark saturated look of frozen leaves seemed to be mocking me and 
it made me feel sick.  I could make the best of it, or pull 
the plant and try again next year.

I decided to try to make the best of it, probably more 
out of stubborn curiosity than thoughtful 
contemplation.

I decided to test my theory that every fleshy part of the 
pumpkin plant is a storage unit for sugars and 
nutrients, and that removing none of the fleshy parts 
(vines or leaf stalks) would lead to the most impressive 
recovery.

Also, I have a suspicion that defoliated plants can use 
the chlorophyll in their leaf stalks and vines to further 
sustain the plant, so that it can increase in strength even when its defoliated.  This might not 
work so well for yellow vined plants, but this plant was a strongly green tinted plant.  Maybe I 
could help the plant make use of this extra chlorophyll in both the stalks and vines.  So the next 
recovery step after deciding to leave all the damaged parts was to uncover the partly buried 
vines to give them the kick of full photosynthesis.  This was done with a hose, I simply washed 
away all the dirt, only leaving the barest minimum at the root nodes.

Finally, there was the question of what to do with the dead leaves.  Should I cut them off to 
further enhance the photosynthesis of the leaf stalks?  There was a wide range of damage, so 
which leaves met the criteria for removal and which were still of value?



Late Spring Freeze...Cont.

Well I decided to call upon the wisdom of the ages.  The Hippocratic oath says, "First, do no 
harm".  If I cut off any green parts, that might cause harm.

Indeed, that ancient wisdom does seem to apply to pumpkin plants as well as people.  A few 
days later I noticed that the dead parts became crispy and flaked away readily.  This could be 
done gently and quickly, with no harm to remaining the green parts.

A disaster that almost caused me to pull the whole plant ended with salvaging about 2/3 of the 
plant.

The remaining 1/3 should be a solid sea of new green, just in time to push lbs into a pumpkin.  
Of course, this freeze was a setback.  But in the end, how bad was it?  Good soil, good seed, good 
luck, and good weather?  We don't always get all four of these.

For good weather, sometimes maybe we can substitute good resilience.



The Benef i ts of  Using K elp 
By: Ceci l  Weston



The Benef i ts of  K elp....Cont.



Suppor t  our  Sponsor s



Suppor t  our  Sponsor s



NYBG
 

New York Botanical Gardens
2900 Southern Blvd.

Bronx, New York 10458

www.nybg.org

Suppor t  our  Sponsor s

250 acres t o explore: Enjoy seasonal highlights among 

our outdoor collections and trails. The Garden is open 

rain or shine. Dress for the weather and wear 

comfortable attire for exploration.



What a summer! This edition is much later than I planned, because I 
was engrossed in planning for an epic backpacking trip that I have 
had on my bucket-list for the last few years: The Wonderland Trail, 
which is 93 miles all the way around the beautiful Mount Rainier. It 
was amazing, and even though I knew I was strong, I really proved it 
to myself tackling such a big trip solo. Now I have some fresh 
resolve to finish my pumpkin/squash season with some personal 
bests! Finish strong in your patches, and I can't wait to see how well 
everyone does during the upcoming weighoffs!

 Cont act  Your  GPC  
Represent at ives:

Submit  ar t icl es  t o  t he  
GPC  Common  Gr ound!

Thank you for reading Edition 18 of The GPC Common Ground!   It is 
my hope to publish a newsletter that reflects the interests of giant 
fruit and vegetable growers as well as provide educational content, 
grower features, event recaps, club spotlights, and regional 
highlights. 

It is the intent of the GPC board to provide this newsletter to 
growers worldwide as a means to exchange information, grow 
community, and advance the weights of giant produce. 

Article submissions are welcome! GPC Common Ground will be by 
growers, for growers.  It  is easiest  for  m e if  ar t icles are sent  in a 
plain t ext  em ail, or  a Word docum ent  w it h phot os in jpg form at . 
Edit ing pdf  f i les is dif f icult  and t im e consum ing, and som et im es 
im possible.

GPC Common Ground will be published four times per year and 
sent via email to subscribers. To subscribe, visit with GPC website: 
www.gpc1.org/newsletter. Archived newsletters will be posted on 
the GPC website.

Please direct feedback, photos, inquiries and article submissions to:

Cindy Tobeck :  cindy@gpc1.org

 

Gary"Wizzy" Grande
President 

wiz@gpc1.org 

  Mario Jaglarz
Vice President
Mario@gpc1.org
International Sites 

  

Pete Caspers
Treasurer

Pete@gpc1.org
Central Region   

Laverne 
Wojciechowski
Secretary
Laverne@gpc1.org
Central/West Canada 

  

Nick McCaslin
Nick@gpc1.org

The South 

  

Jacob Marintzer
Plains & Rocky 
Mountains 

  

Todd Kline
todd@gpc1.org

Ontario & Quebec 

Fred Ansems
fred@gpc1.org
Eastern Canada

Cindy Tobeck
Pacific Coast AK,HI                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Cindy@gpc1.org 

  

Woody Lancaster
woody@gpc1.org
Northeast                

Mark Mourlas
mark@gpc1.org

Great Lakes

Patrik Ressel

patrik@gpc1.org

Europe
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