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On the 19th of March, 2022, we held our 18th Goliat van Gat pumpkin competition in South Africa. It was
our first year as a recognized GPC site. After a stressful season where many growers lost their pumpkins
due to all the rain, we were still fortunate to set another Goliat van Gat record of 846 kg (1865 pounds)
grown by Wykus Lamprecht which was an improvement of 56 kg (123 pounds) of his previous record of
790 kg (1739 pounds) also grown by Wykus.

Top left: Henri
Combrink (organiser)
and winner Wykus
Lamprecht . Bottom
left: Peet Joubert, one
of the main contenders
with his lost pumpkin
due to weather.
Bottom right: All of our
pumpkins are donated
to charity. We harvest
seeds and processed
the pumpkin for
distribution.

M ore New s f rom th e South ern
Hemi sph ere...Cont.
Left: Willem le Grange,
winner of the South
African Heidelberg Giant
Pumpkin Festival at 904.5
kg (1994 pounds), and his
nieces and nephews
sitting upon his winning
entry. This came from the
1742 Lampbrecht (2183.7
Mendi x self) and was
pollinated with the 636 Le
Grange (2095 Brandt x
2528 Geddes.

Left and bottom: Shane
Newitt, of Tasmania had a
new personal best of 731
kg (1611 pounds!)

Under st anding Soil Nut r ient s
By: Cecil West on
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By: Gary Fleming

Ever thought of growing
tomatoes? Want a leg up on
the competition? Want to
know what is up with that
?Tomato guy? and his special
seed? Read on my friends and
we will take a deep dive into
the genetics of top 45
tomatoes.
Tomatoes tend to be the red
headed step child of the
pumpkin growing world. A lot
of growers grow them on the
side as a footnote while
putting most, or all their effort
into the pumpkins. I hope this
will change as more growers
realize the joys of growing
giant tomatoes. Tomatoes can
also be an alternative for the
growers who need a break
from the AG for a year or have
limited space like me.
I am a tomato guy partly
because I don?t have space to
grow an AG but mostly
because I?ve been growing
?regular ? tomatoes for years.
This will be my first year
growing competition
tomatoes. Once I decided to
grow a giant tomato, I realized
I needed to figure out which
seeds to grow. I started doing
a little research and next thing
you know I was buried in a
messy web of genetic linages
and giant tomato varieties. At
this point it was too late to
turn back. The only thing I
could do was press forward.
Hundreds and hundreds of
hours later the product of my
labors is included in this
article for your benefit. The
linage of nearly every +7 lb.

tomato weighed by the GPC
and a super sexy chart to
display the data in all its glory.
So, what seeds to grow? This is
my take on it.

PGV G Spri ng M eeti ng Recap

The PGVG held their annual spr ing
m eeting in Tualatin, Or egon on
Apr il 2nd. Four speaker s w er e
featur ed including an exper t on
plant diseases and insects fr om
Or egon State Univer sity, m em ber
Olivia Buck about her 2021 season,
m em ber Russ Pugh on How to Be a
Better Giant Pum pkin Gr ow er in 45
m inutes and m em ber Jef Tr ece on
the im por tance of pollination. Ther e
w as a w onder ful cater ed lunch, a
r affle w ith fantastic pr izes, door
pr ize dr aw ings, and var ious club
aw ar ds and cash pr izes bestow ed
upon gr ow er s w ho had per sonal
bests, state r ecor ds or w er e r ookie of

Greg Guy: W inner of the 2021 Handy
Family Rookie of the Year Award

the year.

Growers learned a lot at the various
sessions including this one about
managing diseases and pests in the patch
from an OSU expert

Jack LaRue and Jim Sherwood on the
experts panel fielding questions.

Joe Needs YOUR Data!
By: Joe Ailts
Greetings giant pumpkin growers! For the past 20
years, I have been collecting OTT data on giant
pumpkins for the purpose of establishing relevant
growth benchmarks throughout the season.
These benchmarks, calculated in ten-day
increments, allow growers to compare their
progress to historically weighed pumpkins at
various weight ranges. This information can be
useful to determine the potential outcome of
your efforts.

As with any dataset, the relevance of these benchmarks are dependent upon the
robustness of the data. I have been hesitant to publish these benchmarks, especially
for the upper-tier weight classes, due to the small number of entries that populate
the data. As such, the application of this information should be taken with a grain of
salt. Further, as noted by the editor of this newsletter (and generous contributor of
her own pumpkin OTT data), benchmark trends for pumpkins grown on the west
coast are remarkably different for those grown in the midwest and east coast. Please
note that the benchmark graph included here represents the midwest/east coast
cohort. We do not have enough pumpkin data from the west coast to generate a
trendline for each weight category.

Thus, the purpose of me asking the GPC to include this project snapshot in the
newsletter is a call to action. I am humbly asking for your pumpkin?s OTT data to be
sent to me for inclusion in this benchmark project. After 20 years of effort, I have just
80 pumpkin?s worth of OTT data.

So how can you help? I accept data in all formats? email, text message photo, etc. A
snapshot of your garden log will suffice, as would an excel spreadsheet. What if you
didn't collect OTT in 10 day increments? No problem, I fill in the gaps for the 10 day
intervals with simple math. Missing data points? That?s ok, I work with what I have
and every data point matters.

If you are willing to contribute, please reach out to me via email: joeailts@gmail.com and
we?ll take it from there. Thanks a bunch for your help and know that your data is helping
populate a very powerful, very useful tool that other growers can use to help guide their
own success. Cheers!

By: Scott Leurs

A Guide t o Tomat o Seed Select ion
Ever thought of growing tomatoes? Want a leg up on the competition? Want to know what is up
with that ?Tomato guy? and his special seed? Read on my friends and we will take a deep dive into
the genetics of top 45 tomatoes.
Tomatoes tend to be the red headed step child of the pumpkin growing world. A lot of growers
grow them on the side as a footnote while putting most, or all their effort into the pumpkins. I
hope this will change as more growers realize the joys of growing giant tomatoes. Tomatoes can
also be an alternative for the growers who need a break from the AG for a year or have limited
space like me.
I am a tomato guy partly because I don?t have space to grow an AG but mostly because I?ve been
growing ?regular ? tomatoes for years. This will be my first year growing competition tomatoes.
Once I decided to grow a giant tomato, I realized I needed to figure out which seeds to grow. I
started doing a little research and next thing you know I was buried in a messy web of genetic
linages and giant tomato varieties. At this point it was too late to turn back. The only thing I could
do was press forward. Hundreds and hundreds of hours later the product of my labors is
included in this article for your benefit. The linage of nearly every +7 lb. tomato weighed by the
GPC and a super sexy chart to display the data in all its glory.
So, what seeds to grow? This is my take on it.

Remember ing GPC Hall of
Fame Gr ower Geneva
Emmons
The world has lost one of the original first ladies of the
giant pumpkin world, Washington State former world
record holder, Geneva Emmons.
Geneva grew the world record 1262 in 2001 and took it
to the Canby, Oregon weigh off. She was inducted into
the GPC Hall of Fame in 2007. Here is an excerpt from
her GPC Hall of Fame biography:
The fact that the Pacific Northwest is a great place to grow
pumpkins came as a surprise to this transplanted Indiana
farm girl. We always had a vegetable garden on the farm
and I wanted to continue that experience with our children.
Although the ripe tomatoes proved elusive, we did succeed in growing impressive pumpkins. A picture
in the local paper of Joel Holland and his Atlantic Giant pumpkin plus seeds from Howard Dill started
our hobby/addiction. Growing big pumpkins brings happiness to a lot of people.
Howard Dill said it best, "There's something about pumpkins, especially when they're big, that makes
people happy. The bigger the pumpkin, the happier it seems to make them feel."
It is also a great teaching tool, and I suspect every grower has their own list of life's lessons learned.
Growing big pumpkins has brought contact with so many wonderful people and (for me) that is the
greatest reward of all. The success for which I have received credit was due to teamwork. Don and I do
not compete, but collaborate and work to each our strengths. The Pumpkin Power Wagon lifting
machine (which our son John built) enables the safe and easy loading of pumpkins. We are convinced
organic growing is best for the environment and blessed to grow in an area with few pests to manage.
The growing plan that we use is as follows: A cover crop of rye and crimson clover, compost, manure,
compost tea, mychorrhizae, fish fertilizer, soluble kelp and organic controls for disease and pests. My
favorite quote:
"All you need is good seed, good soil, good weather and good luck! "-Gordon Thomson
Geneva will be remembered for her passion for growing giants, but also for her graciousness to
her fellow growers. She will be missed.

The Dirt: Things Dug Up From....

The GPC is wanting to add more GPC representatives
to represent Europe. Europe has added a lot of weigh
offs, and has grown BIG over the past years. We need
more representation and our reps can use additional
help to represent the fine growers all across Europe!..

Th e Zek e Dem ar s Tom at o Team Ch allen ge:

If you are interested in helping our hobby grow
across Europe and into more exciting areas, we NEED
your help.

Prize structure:
The TOP DAWG trophy!!!? to the grower with the highest
weight! (Also comes with bragging rights). Get your name on a
awesome trophy that pretty much rivals the Stanley cup!

Applicants must be able to converse and speak
English, other understanding of other languages a
plus. The GPC meets about every other week,
sometimes more, sometimes less depending upon
our tasks at hand.

* 1st place Open division- 100.00 and a trophy with your team
name and total weight!
* 2nd place Open division- 50.00 and a trophy with your team
name and total weight!

Come help the BEST GPC Committee become even
better by adding your uniqueness to our TEAM.

Please send your interests and questions to:

https://gpc1.org/contact/

* 1st place Draft division - 50.00 and trophy
* 2nd place Draft division - 25.00 and trophy

Back by popular demand, (the Mike Parenty memorial award)
aKA ?GreenBuds?SMASH Award? going to the grower who
smashes their PB by the most weight AND shows us how much
fun they had doing it!!!? Prize- a kick ass trophy and a prize
package Sponsered by Wallace WOW. ( you want this one). Huge
thanks to Ron Wallace!!

Gr ow er s/ WO Reps/ Sit e Coor din at or s:

Please note all registration packages will have the $50
late fee applied if registration occurs after May 01.

New this year, and something Zeke and I have talked about in
the past is a State/provincial record trophy. This one will go to
the grower who can beat their state/provincial record by the
most weight. You will win a trophy with your name ,
state/province, and your new record weight.!!!

May 15th will be the cutoff for any late registering
WO site to requests ribbons/plaques.

After May 15th WO Sites can register (late Fee still
applies) but will only be eligible for BP
recognition/GPC year end awards.

We need to do this to enable us to get all of our
awards made up in time.

It?s the last few days to sign-up so get in while you can, and best
of luck to all our growers this year!

Suppor t our Sponsor s

Suppor t our Sponsor s
WOW growers Ian and Stuart Paton from
the UK are the 2020 Great Pumpkin
Commonwealth Gr ow er s of t h e Year with
their top 3 pumpkins weighing a whopping
6812 pounds! They grew the biggest
pumpkin in the world in 2020 at 2593.70
pounds with help from WOW Mycorrhizae!

Thank you Ron for providing quality products
that allowed me to grow a World Record
Cantaloupe in 2020. My previous personal best
was 43 lbs. My World Record is 71.6 lbs, a very
healthy increase in weight. WOW Wonder Brew
and WOW Premium Mycorrhizal inoculant are
basically the only 2 products that I had not used
previously
-Doug English

Suppor t our Sponsor s

NYBG
Ef f ect ive M ar ch 8, 2022: In accordance with CDC, state, and local guidelines, proof of
vaccination is no longer required for visitors to NYBG, and face coverings are not
required. Please keep in mind that many staff and visitors may continue to wear face
coverings for a variety of reasons. If you are sick or symptomatic we ask you to visit on
another day. Your kindness and consideration of others is greatly appreciated..

New York Botanical Gardens
2900 Southern Blvd.

Con t act You r GPC
Repr esen t at ives:
Gary"Wizzy" Grande
President
wiz@gpc1.org
Mario Jaglarz
Vice President
Mario@gpc1.org
International Sites

Pete Caspers
Treasurer
Pete@gpc1.org
Central Region

Laverne
Wojciechowski
Secretary
Laverne@gpc1.org
Central/West Canada

Elijah Meck
Elijah@gpc1.org
The South

Submit ar t icl es t o t he
GPCCommon Gr ound!
Thank you for reading Edition 13 of The GPC Common Ground! It is
my hope to publish a newsletter that reflects the interests of giant
fruit and vegetable growers as well as provide educational content,
grower features, event recaps, club spotlights, and regional
highlights.
It is the intent of the GPC board to provide this newsletter to
growers worldwide as a means to exchange information, grow
community, and advance the weights of giant produce.
Article submissions are welcome! GPC Common Ground will be by
growers, for growers. It is easiest f or m e if ar t icles ar e sen t in a
plain t ext em ail, or a Wor d docu m en t w it h ph ot os in jpg f or m at .
Edit in g pdf f iles is dif f icu lt an d t im e con su m in g, an d som et im es
im possible.
GPC Common Ground will be published four times per year and
sent via email to subscribers. To subscribe, visit with GPC website:
www.gpc1.org/newsletter. Archived newsletters will be posted on
the GPC website.

Tom Rovenstine
Plains & Rocky
Mountains

Please direct feedback, photos, inquiries and article submissions to:

Cin dy Tobeck
Todd Kline
todd@gpc1.org
Ontario & Quebec

Fred Ansems
fred@gpc1.org
Eastern Canada

Cindy Tobeck
Pacific Coast AK,HI
Cindy@gpc1.org

Woody Lancaster
woody@gpc1.org
Northeast

Mark Mourlas
mark@gpc1.org
Great Lakes

Sebastian
Malinowski-Suski
Sebastian@gpc1.org
Europe

cin dy@gpc1.or g
It's spring time, and I'm wondering where the sun is! Here in the Pacific
Northwest, we are experiencing an unseasonably cold and wet April/May, but I am
optimistic because our long-range outlook for the summer months is for warmer
and drier than average.....so watch out! I have 7 plants in the ground, and they are
looking awesome. I spent much
of the winter conducting potting
soil test trials and created a
special mix that really did a
remarkable job of vigorous plant
growth coupled with high root
density. In between the spring
rain, snow and hail storms, I've
been
building
some
new
enclosures, which is why this
newsletter edition is running a
bit later than I had originally
planned. Even though I love this
time of year, I am absolutely
exhausted!
Pace
yourselves
growers; we're at the beginning
of a very long marathon!

