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Gi ant Watermel ons
CA N Grow up North !
By: A ndy Wol f
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I?ve grown giant watermelons
in NY for a number of years,
but I decided to put a little
more effort into them last
season. My previous attempts
at grafting had been spotty
and to be honest, the 2020
grafts
weren?t
very
professional looking. I did get
a few to take, but I think the
process set them back a bit. I
started the seeds April 11th,
but next time I plan on
starting earlier. Since it was a
cold spring (we had our last
snow on May 8th), I held off
planting the melons out until the first week of June.
The soil was treated the same as the pumpkins, and I
took care to avoid soil compaction even more so on the
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watermelon plants. After
planting, I had them in
mini-greenhouses to keep
them warmer until they
started vining and the
weather was nice. I had
heard that some growers
like to run things a little dry early, and I probably took
that to the extreme. I got a little busy with the
pumpkins, but it didn?t seem to harm the watermelons.
At this point, it was time to get it ready for the rest of
the season. I loosened the soil around it one last time,
and then laid the drip tape down. Since the tape was on
the same line as the pumpkins, I just ran the drip lines
farther apart instead of putting a separate timer on to
water less. After the lines were down, I laid down cheap
weed barrier fabric, and pinned it down with rocks. I
also like to add a little mesh netting on the fabric, so
that the tendrils have something to grab which keeps
the vines from rolling in the wind. Next, I added my
metal hoop frame. This helped secure the weed fabric
in place, but also allowed me to add some plastic mesh
on top for partial shade as well as a small square of
plastic to keep the rain off the stump area.
The plants were kind of on autopilot after that. When
The Flamingo Hotel was
host to the 2020 IGC.
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the secondaries started, I tried to keep them spaced
apart as best I could and did minor trimming along the
way until the plant was filled out - then the pruning
became more of a weekly chore.
I really wanted to
get a main vine
set, so I was out
close to 15 feet
when
I
finally
pollinated on July
17th. Once it got
to
about
10
pounds, I put a
couple
plastic
plug trays under it to make it easy to position, and
allow some air flow underneath.
The plant size finished a bit larger than I planned on - I
lost the neighboring pumpkin plant, and the
watermelon was so vigorous, I just let it keep going
longer. Final plant size finished out at 28 x 16, for a
total of just under 450 square feet.
Hands down, the toughest part was spotting the culls.
The Flamingo Hotel was
host to the 2020 IGC.
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You wouldn?t think you
could miss a 60# cull, but
it happened a few times.
I would estimate I picked
about 200# of culls on
the plant that grew my
242. I?m not sure how
much that cost me on
the final weight, but I?m sure it didn?t help.
Late season as the weather got cold, I used the metal
frame to support a sheet of plastic over the entire plant
on cooler days. It seemed to help keep the momentum
of weight gains right to the end, and saved the plant
from frost a few
times.
The
watermelon
finished at 242#,
which beat the old
state record
of
190#. I believe if I
would have had a
June pollination, a
plant like this could
have easily had a shot at 300#, even up north.
The Flamingo Hotel was
host to the 2020 IGC.

Tribute to the First Lady of
Tomatoes: Minnie Zaccaria
Minnie Zaccaria, 95, passed away on
Sunday, April 18, 2021 in Long Branch, New
Jersey where she was born and raised.
Minnie was a Master Gardener, and a
member of the Oceanport Garden Club. She
was a seven- time NJ state tomato growing
champion and still holds the record for the
largest tomato grown in NJ (over 6 pounds)
called the Big Zac? A hybrid that she
developed.
Any discussion of giant tomatoes would not
be complete without mention of Minnie
Zaccaria, truly a giant among giant tomato
growers. She was born in New Jersey, the
land of the Jersey Tomato. Her father was
an experienced gardener who grew only tomatoes. Minnie observed him and decided to do the
same. ?So, I ordered a pack of tomato seeds from Burpee ? no special variety. I put the seeds in
anything I could find that would hold ?dirt? (which I got from the brown spots on the lawn). There
were no drainage holes in the pots, but they came up and promptly died. I wrote to Burpee and
complained that the seeds were no good. They sent new ones, but the same thing happened.
Boy, did I have a lot to learn. I was a very young girl at the time. It?s a shame that young doesn't
last very long. After I married, I still had a garden. It produced but was just ok. One day an old
timer passed by and saw my tomato plants and made fun of them. ?Ha, you call those tomatoes.
You should see mine.?He was right, his were beautiful. Well, I got fired up by that, and decided I
could grow better than that. So, I spent a lot of time in the library. One day I got curious about
breeding, and the library sent to a university for a book on how to breed tomatoes.? That was the
start of BZ (Big Zac) and winning contests.? Minnie went on to develop Big Zac, a hybrid tomato
variety that most serious growers of giant tomatoes still plant today year. Of the two tomatoes
crossed, one was a tomato from Italy which did not even have a name, though her father grew it
every year. The other tomato was selected from a Seed Saver Catalog. The result was Big Zac.
Minnie has grown many award-winning giant tomatoes over the years and won the New Jersey
Tomato Championship seven times. On one occasion Minnie was involved in an automobile
accident on the way to the contest. A friend passing by took her tomato to the contest which she
then went on to win. Her largest tomato was over 6 pounds and was grown in 1997 when most of
us could not get past three pounds.
Minnie learned a lot through experimentation, success, and failure, and graciously agreed to
share her thoughts and ideas, so that other growers might be able to improve. Much of what she
knew about tomatoes was included in ?Giant Tomatoes,? a book she a tremendous help with and
could have authored but chose not to. Minnie Zaccaria, the ?Queen of Tomatoes.? Thank you.

MARVIN MEISNER REMEMBERED
By: Lar r y Checkon
Anyone who has ever attempted growing giant tomatoes has
probably read Dr. Marvin Meisner ?s book, ?Giant Tomatoes?.
Marv passed away unexpectedly on June 4th . He was a cardiac
doctor and established a family practice in Altoona in the 70?s
after serving 2 years in Vietnam as a combat surgeon with the
1st Air Cavalry. He came to Altoona from his native Columbus
Ohio because the county had no cardiac doctor. He was
president of Blair Medical Associates for 30 years.
He always had a love for gardening and in 1991, Marv and a group of people
in the Altoona area started an annual pumpkin contest with a weigh off that
was held at the Calvin house. The group then changed their name to the
Pennsylvania Giant Pumpkin Growers Association. Soon however the
pumpkins outgrew the door at the Calvin House so the weigh off was moved
to Sam?s Club, and a few years later it became an
official GPC site.
Over the years, Marv?s interest turned to giant
tomatoes. He did extensive research and decided to
write a book because he said he couldn?t find one out
there on the subject. Two of his books were published,
?Giant Tomatoes? and the ?Tomato Bible?. He was
working on another book on organic growing.
Marv was the life and breath of the PGPGA and was a
fixture at every weigh off. He loved to talk with anyone
and everyone. His enthusiasm wore off on everybody.
He truly had a heart of gold and will be sorely missed.

Remember ing St eve Handy
By: Cindy Tobeck
Steve Handy passed away last week after a brief battle with melanoma. He, and his wife Sheri,
were active members of the Pacific Giant Vegetable Growers club and worked together in their
patch for the last 13 years. Prior to that, he helped his father, the late Paul Handy, grow giants
until he passed away in 2013.
Steve and Sheri worked together on their annual entries and enjoyed seeing and competing with
their friends. He retired in 2018, and was looking forward to many more years of fun together.
He also was an accomplished metal fabricator, and created many lifting rings and tripod tops for
growers around the world. After the cancer diagnosis and initial treatment, Steve was able to
rally and he and Sheri had started some field pumpkins (they currently hold the Oregon state
record).
Steve will be remembered for his willingness to always help. He was such a kind, generous and
positive person. He and Sheri were a terrific team, and I can't think of a time where I have ever
seen them apart. I will never forget when they earned their GPC 4000 pound jackets in Green
Bay.
Rest in peace Steve; you will be missed, but I have a feeling you're with your mom and dad now,
and Paul has a really good fishing hole and pumpkin patch in heaven that he's been waiting to
show you.

Patri ck Tei ch mann's Worl d Record
f or M ost Gi ant V ari eti es
My name is Patrick Teichmann (28). I live in Poessneck
(Germany) and have been a passionate giant
vegetable grower since 2012.
I started with only 2 giant vegetable varieties (Giant
Tomato and Marrow). After my first participation in a
GPC Weigh Off, my enthusiasm for growing Giant
Vegetables increased further and I continued to find
out more about other Giant Vegetable varieties from
other growers and increasingly also via the Internet. It
wasn't always easy for me to get in touch because my
English is unfortunately not the best and I was
generally quite shy. But somehow I got on and on and
by 2015 I had around 14 varieties of giant vegetables.
In 2016 and 2017 our 196 square meter garden was
completely converted to grow giant vegetables. I then
had around 20 varieties of giant vegetables and my
mother (unfortunately died March 26th, 2021 after a
long severe heart disease), from whom I learned a lot
about horticulture, said that the garden is now so full,
nothing fits in there ... . Lol .... Since I was very quickly
enthusiastic about other giant vegetables at the GPC

weigh Offs, plans were already made there, which
new varieties and how I could grow them in my small
garden. The solution was pots and pipes. In the next
few years I grew 30 varieties and took part in the GPC
weigh offs with 27 varieties for 2 years in a row.
Thuringia records and German Records I achieved a
lot, but I lacked an official world record in the
collection.
Because I got the question from several growers
"Why do you only grow so many Giant vegetables"?
My answer: I am attracted by the variety and so you
can be sure that you can harvest something big in
almost all weather conditions and you can also get
more
certificates in a good year.

Most var iet ies
of giant s ev er
gr own!

Sometimes I got the
request, "Don't do so
many different things
anymore, nobody does
that worldwide"!

Apart from the fact that it
motivated me even more, I
now saw my big chance ...
Nobody in the world does that ...
So I did my research and at the beginning of 2020 I
applied for a world record test the most giant
vegetable varieties cultivated in one garden at the
Record Institut for Germany.
The team accepted my suggestion and he was sent
the record rules. Even though I was proud to have 40
different varieties cultivated from 2020, it was hard
and a risk whether it would work out at any time of
the year, because I had to harvest at least 30 varieties
of giant vegetables in above-average size and
unharmed in front of the top record judge Olaf
Kuchenbecker. After about 10 hours of harvesting
marrow, giant tomato, long gourd, long chillies, yard
long beans, potatoes, long radish, carrots and many
other varieties, the new world record was set. With 33
oversized and undamaged giant vegetable varieties, I
received the world record certified for the most giant
vegetable varieties cultivated in one garden on
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September 4, 2020. A dream came true.

-Fieldpumpkin

At the beginning of March 2021 I suddenly received a
message from the World Record Academy in Miami
(USA) that they too would like to separately recognize
my world record achievement with a certificate and a
medal. The joy was overwhelming for me! As a big
America fan, getting an award from there is the
biggest thing for me.

-sunflower high

In June the time had come and I was finally able to
hold the certificate in my hands. I was particularly
pleased that it came this year, in my 10 year
anniversary year with Giant vegetables.
But it wasn't even that ... A few days after I got my
certificate, I got a message from the World Record
Academy. At the World Record Academy there is a Hall
of Fame in which special achievements are recorded
and honored again.
At the end of the message it said, Congratulations! We
advised you to include your achievements and your
world record in our Hall of Fame "!
I could hardly believe it .... As a little German man, I
made it into the Hall of Fame of the world record
academy in Miami.
It will be some time before I can get the Hall of Fame
certificate because I have to save quite a while to get
but I'm definitely not going to miss it!

-sunflower XXL head
-Giant Tomato
-heavy Beetroot
-Rutabaga Swede
-Giant Cabbage
-Red Cabbage
-Giant corn
-Giant Amaranth
-Long Gourd
-Kobra Gourd
-longest Rhubarb
-Heavy Carrot
-Yard long Beans
-long Radish
-long Parsnip
-Giant bell pepper
-long Chili
-Trombolino d' Albenga
-long Carrot
-long Beetroot

All this 33 giant vegetable varieties recognized for the
world record:
-Giant Aubergine
-long Leek
-runner Beans
-Giant onions
-giant Celery
-Potatoes
-heavy chilli
-heavy Radish
-giant Kohl Rabi
-Marrow

-long Turnip

Wh at Grow i ng Gi ants M eans to M e
By: Hayden Rou se

When I was 16, I came across a YouTube channel about growing giant pumpkins. Over that winter,
my interest became an obsession, and I made an account on BigPumpkins.com so that I could
participate in their online auctions. I bid for $250 on the 2624 Willemijns, and won! You can
imagine my pure excitement! ?I?m going to grow a 2,000 lber someday!?, I thought. I purchased
compost, dug up my grandparents lawn, and made my first patch. Unfortunately, I lost my mom
from heart failure in May of that year. This is really when growing became my lifestyle, and
although I never managed to get a pumpkin to the scale that year - that was okay by me. At this
point, I had made some friends in the giant-pumpkin community and the overwhelming feeling of
support they gave me, changed my life. I admired the generosity within the hobby, and without it
that year, I may have lost myself in the turmoil following my Mom?s passing. Although I?m still
chasing that coveted 1-ton fruit - and admittedly will be until I own my own land - I?m still having
fun growing what I can at my apartment (managed to grow a 17 foot sunflower here). This year, I?ll
have a 200 sq ft patch to play around with. In
the last 4 years I?ve learned that growing giants
goes beyond just putting a seed in the soil,
personal

growth

is

inevitable

too.

This

community is built on patience, persistence,
and expanding upon our understanding of
what it means to nurture potential. Extra
thanks to: Henry Swenson, Scott Marley, Jim
Ford and Spencer Glasgow for helping me with
far more than just gardening advice over the
years. You guys all have what makes this
hobby

special.

How M y Gr ow in g Season is Goin g So Far
By: Hen r y Sw en son

10th and the plant is now about
800 SF. The 1184.5 pumpkin is
out at about 18 feet with 18
secondaries

behind

her.

Surprisingly the pumpkin was
the first pumpkin to show up on
the main. I had no others
before. I am not quite sure why,
but maybe it was the plant
Happy Summer everyone! I hope
you all are off to a great start
and are on your way to a new
PB! This year is my 6th year of
growing

these

giants;

it's

amazing how fast time flies. I am
currently

growing

my

own

1184.5 pounder from last year
and the 1215 Young. This year I
started the seeds on April 10th
in hopes to have a bigger plant
by pollination time. I can say that
I am not regretting the decision! I
pollinated my 1184.5 on June

telling me that she was in the
prime spot and didn't want any
before? So far she is working
out well! The 1215 is a bit
smaller and I plan to pollinate
very soon. My goal this year is
to hit that 1500 pound mark! I
have had that goal for 3 years
now. I have learned a lot over
the years about these beasts.
You have to have patience in
this hobby. The more work you
put in the better outcome you
will likely have. This year I have
been out in the patch more than

Hen r y 's Season ....Con t .
ever. My 1184.5 is currently the
best plant I've ever grown. It's a
very fast and aggressive grower
and I have high hopes for her. I
want to thank all the growers for
the advice over the last several
years. I am taking that advice
and applying it to my patch
every day this year in hopes to
get to my 1500 pound goal by
October! Never give up! Best of
luck

to

all

of

you!

Editor's note: As of press time, Henry had to
undergo an emergency abdominal surgery, and
while he was recovering, the New England area
had been deluged with rain. Henry's neighbor,
Woody Lancaster reported to me that they received
10 inches in two days! Unfortunately, on July 16th,
Henry lost his fruit on the 1184, but in the true
spirit of a good grower, he put that setback behind
him and pollinated a second chance 3-lober fruit
with 70 days to go until the Topsfield Fair. Once
again tragedy struck and Henry accidentally broke
off his young fruit. He's still fighting though and
looking to pollinate soon. Hopefully the third time
is a charm! Best of luck to you Henry!
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Ohio Valley Giant Pumpkin Growers will be having their patch tour Saturday, July
31st . Look for information at www.ovgpg.com. They will be touring the Stelts,
Greathouse and Parks patches with a picnic afterwards.

Eddy Z has changed the name for his 10 pound tomato
contest to, "The Marv Meisner Memorial Challenge". If
you grow a 10 pound tomato and get it verified and want
to divulge your secrets, and give away seeds, Eddy will
reward you with $3500! Have a contender?
Email Eddy at eddyz@efirehose.net

As we get closer to weigh off season with the early fairs
approaching, don't forget to familiarize yourself with the
GPC rules handbook! https://gpc1.org/about/rules/

Suppor t our Sponsor s

Suppor t our Sponsor s
WOW growers Ian and Stuart Paton from
the UK are the 2020 Great Pumpkin
Commonwealth Gr ow er s of t h e Year with
their top 3 pumpkins weighing a whopping
6812 pounds! They grew the biggest
pumpkin in the world in 2020 at 2593.70
pounds with help from WOW Mycorrhizae!

Thank you Ron for providing quality products
that allowed me to grow a World Record
Cantaloupe in 2020. My previous personal best
was 43 lbs. My World Record is 71.6 lbs, a very
healthy increase in weight. WOW Wonder Brew
and WOW Premium Mycorrhizal inoculant are
basically the only 2 products that I had not used
previously
-Doug English

NYBG
We ar e r eady an d eager t o w elcom e you back w it h saf et y as ou r pr ior it y. We r em ain
com m it t ed t o pr ovidin g you an en joyable Gar den exper ien ce w it h som e n ew
gu idelin es in place. Let ?s w or k t oget h er so t h e Gar den can r em ain open t o all.

New York Botanical Gardens
2900 Southern Blvd.
Bronx, New York 10458
www.nybg.org
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Mario Jaglarz
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Pete Caspers
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Elijah Meck
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The South
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Mountains

Todd Kline
todd@gpc1.org
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Fred Ansems
fred@gpc1.org
Eastern Canada

Cindy Tobeck
Pacific Coast AK,HI
Cindy@gpc1.org

Woody Lancaster
woody@gpc1.org
Northeast

Mark Mourlas
mark@gpc1.org
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Sebastian
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Sebastian@gpc1.org
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Submit ar t icl es t o
t he GPCCommon
Gr ound!
Thank you for reading Edition 10 of The GPC Common Ground! It is
my hope to publish a newsletter that reflects the interests of giant
fruit and vegetable growers as well as provide educational content,
grower features, event recaps, club spotlights, and regional
highlights.
It is the intent of the GPC board to provide this newsletter to
growers worldwide as a means to exchange information, grow
community, and advance the weights of giant produce.
Article submissions are welcome! GPC Common Ground will be by
growers, for growers. It is easiest f or m e if ar t icles ar e sen t in a
plain t ext em ail, or a Wor d docu m en t w it h ph ot os in jpg f or m at .
Edit in g pdf f iles is dif f icu lt an d t im e con su m in g, an d som et im es
im possible.
GPC Common Ground will be published four times per year and
sent via email to subscribers. To subscribe, visit with GPC website:
www.gpc1.org. Archived newsletters will be posted on the GPC
website.
Please direct feedback, photos, inquiries and article submissions to:

Cin dy Tobeck
cin dy@gpc1.or g
Happy summer growers! I have
been so busy with my master
gardener patch this year, that I
barely have time for anything else,
but I do occasionally hear news
from around the world of some
CRAZY summer weather.
Fortunately, here in the Pacific
Northwest, it has been a
spectacular season (other than the
infamous 3 day heat-dome
phenomenon!) and the giants are
all growing very well. Here is my
secret to success: No matter what
happens, NEVER GIVE UP! Keep 'em
growing!
-Cindy

