
Growing a 2000+ pound pumpkin is a HUGE accomplishment that only 42 growers can claim. 
One would think taking such a monster to the weigh off, that the win would be a slam dunk, but for a handful of 
growers, they found out that even with a one-ton pumpkin, there are no guarantees! This small, elite club of eight 
growers  have found out the hard way their giant was only second best. Here are some of their stories:

Cindy Tobeck : " One of the most exci ting exper iences I ever  had was cultivating a pumpkin in excess of 2000 
pounds. In 2017, I  grew  a 2145.5 McMullen seed that ini tial ly looked to be ver y average, but fol low ing day 30, 
r eal ly began to set i tself  apar t from my 5 other  fr ui t. The plant i tself  was noticeably more healthy than the others, 

and the shape of the fr ui t was basical ly 'bul letproof ', giving me no 
cause for  alarm as i t consistently packed on the pounds through the 
summer  and into the fal l . I  w i l l  admit, as i t hi t 460+ total inches in 
September , I  was feel ing qui te confident that 
this pumpkin, affectionately chr istened, The 
Death Star , would help me to secure a r epeat 
w in at Half Moon Bay. As I towed The Death 
Star  toward the Cali fornia border  one sunny 
October  day, dreaming happi ly of another  
w in, I  can sti l l  r emember  the sudden shock I 
felt when I saw  another  giant pumpkin ahead 
of me on the highway in the back of Joel 
Holland's unmistakable tr uck. I  hung back, 
sizing up his well-w rapped pumpkin. I t looked 
VERY tal l ...perhaps i t was stacked on several 
pal lets...at least I  hoped. Ever  the optimist, I  
concluded that even though his pumpkin 
looked ver y large, i t STILL f i t in the back of his 
tr uck; the size of The Death Star  however  
made i t necessar y for  me to buy a f latbed 
tr ai ler...so surely mine must be bigger  I thought hopeful ly. The 
fol low ing morning at the weigh off , the pumpkins were measured, 
and Joel 's was sl ightly larger  than mine in inches; my other  2145.5 
McMullen I had just weighed at Bauman's in Oregon two days pr ior  
went VERY heavy, so I hoped that maybe something I had done in the 
season would make this one heavy as well . When my pumpkin was 
weighed next to last, I  prayed i t would be 2000+ pounds, and couldn't 
contain my exci tement when the scale r ead 2002! I  cl imbed up on The 
Death Star  and savored my moment on that hal lowed stage, r eal izing 
my dream of br inging a 1 ton monster  to HMB. Even though I wanted 
the HMB w in (because I admit I  love the glor y, notor iety and the 
parade they put on for  the w inner ) I  met my ultimate goal. I  f igured i f  
I  was going to get beat, I  might as well  get beat by the largest pumpkin 
grow n in the wor ld that year. Someday I 'l l  be back again to w in Half 
Moon Bay - guaranteed!"

Josiah Br andt : " I t goes w ithout saying, I  put an incredible amount of
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1. John Hawk ley 2002 lbs in 2014 @ 
Uesugi; Lost to Pete and Cindi   Glasier 's 
2036

2. Lor elee Zyw iec 2109 lbs. in 2015 at 
Sti l lwater ; Lost to Josiah Brandt's 2185

3. Pete Vander  Wei len  2004 @ 
Cedarberg in 2016; Lost to Dereck 
Sippel 's 2047

4.  Ruben Mendi  2031.6 @ Le Potager  
Extr aordinair e in 2017; Lost to Paton's 
2048.1

5. Kar l  Haist  2003 @ Ohio Valley in 
2017; Lost to Stelt's 2090.5

6. Cindy Tobeck  2002 @ Half Moon Bay 
in 2017; Lost to Joel Holland's 2363

7. Josiah Br andt  2136 lbs. @ Half Moon 
Bay in 2018 lost to Steve Daletas' 2170 
AND Josiah's 2077 lbs. @ Elk Grove in 
2018 lost to Jose Ceja's 2138

8. Dan &  Hol ly Boyce 2017.5 lbs.  @ 
Topsfield in 2018 lost to Wallace's 2114
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AN ELITE CLUB YOU MAY NOT KNOW ABOUT....CONTINUED

time in my greenhouse and pumpkins; this made my losses in 2018 that much worse. My overhead for  the year  was 
$16,000, and my thought heading out to Cali fornia was, "As long as I break even I 'l l  be happy." I  bel ieved I would w in 
Elk Grove, but Half Moon Bay was a toss up. As most of you 
know , I lost Elk Grove w ith my 2077 lb pumpkin to Jose's 2138 
lb pumpkin and I lost Half  Moon Bay w ith my 2136 pounder  to 
Steve's 2170 beast; the close losses were hard enough. My f inal 
weigh off  w i th my thir d pumpkin at Uesugi wasn't fun ei ther , 
because after  we broke the pallet inside my tr ai ler  we spent 
20-30 minutes tr ying to get this 3rd place 1768 pound fr ui t out 
of my enclosed tr ai ler. By this time I r eal ly just w ished I was 
back home.

So let's get to the juicy detai ls of my "fun" r ide back home; I 've 
only shared this w ith one other  per son:  There's a magical 
str etch of road leading into Salt Lake City, Utah that is 
absolutely bar ren for  200 mi les. Well guess what.....? We broke 
dow n r ight smack-dab in the middle of that str etch. My #2 
cyl inder  in my diesel engine blew ,  and the tr uck was pretty 
much done for. So after  a 100 mi le tow  into Salt Lake City, I  had 
the pleasure of cal l ing ever y diesel mechanic in the ci ty only to 
be told they couldn't get to my vehicle unti l  next week. Well I  had to be home the next day for  work (I  couldn't cal l  in, I  
took paid time off going out to Cali fornia) so I left my parents, who had dr iven out w ith me, at a sketchy hotel in Utah 
w ith my 16 foot enclosed tr ai ler  and broken dow n tr uck in the parking lot. Meanwhi le, I  grabbed a cab to the air por t 
and headed home, ar r anging for  my gir l fr iend to pick me up in Madison (2 hr  dr ive for  her ) and she drove me home, I 
slept for  an hour  and just barely made i t to work on time. 

Once home, I went over  ever y option on how  to get my parents, tr ai ler  and tr uck home. The best option was scrapping 
the 2004 Ford F-250 because the engine alone would cost $4500, so that's what I  did. Next, I  had to get the tr ai ler  and 
my parents home, so after  spending 4 days in Wisconsin working and thinking about ever ything that happened, I  
packed 8 Red Bulls and after  work on the 4th day I drove 22 hours str aight to Utah were I f inal ly picked my parents and 
tr ai ler  up. I  felt pretty bad about leaving them out there; I  wanted to just get this whole nightmare over  w ith.

This is why I didn't grow  this year , and I might not grow  again for  a long time to be honest. "

Daniel  and Hol ly Boyce: " Holly and I r eceived the surpr ise of our  l i fe the day that we became members of the, 'Second 
Place 2,000+ Pound Club'! We have been grow ing Atlantic Giants for  15 years 
and have countless memor ies of weigh-off day. Frequently, our  pumpkins tend 
to weigh less than the OTT measurement, and we expected this weigh-in to be 
no di f ferent. Measur ing an estimated weight of 1,850 pounds, we were cer tain 
that i t would be the same old, same old, and weigh less than that. Never theless, 
we were exci ted about the possibi l i ty of breaking our  per sonal best of 1,677 
pounds. 

Upon ar r ival at the histor ic Topsfield, Massachusetts fairgrounds we were 
unloaded and greeted by two-time wor ld champion Ron Wallace and his dad 
Pap, along w ith Scott Mar ley, Armand Michaud, and Glenn Peter s. Al l  these 
great growers, and many others, had massive looking pumpkins waiting to hi t 
the scales. 

Once the folks completed the OTT measurements of al l  the entr ies, Woody 
Lancaster  and George Hoomis strol led the arena, setting up the pumpkin 
weigh-off order , smallest to biggest. We about fainted once we learned that our  
pumpkin would be weighed next to last! Other  pumpkins looked so much 
bigger  and heavier  than ours, i t was an OMG moment! 

We watched anxiously as one by one the last of the pumpkins hi t the scales, 
1,455, 1,602, then Scott Mar ley?s pumpkin 1,846.5! The exci tement was 
over whelming as our  pumpkin was placed next on the scale. The weight 
numbers bounced around on the display and eventually settled on 2,017.5 
pounds! Impossible, I  thought...there must be some mistake...someone messing 
w ith the scales to get a r ise out of us? Scott Mar ley can be a prankster...nope, 
Scott was standing near  us. This was REAL! Near ly over whelming emotions and 
that weak-in-the-knees feel ing as the r eal i ty sunk into my thick skull . One more pumpkin had to be weighed: the 
Wallace. Ron?s monster  tipped the scales at 2,114 pounds and was the heaviest pumpkin in the fair ?s histor y.

Continued next page...



AN ELITE CLUB YOU MAY NOT KNOW ABOUT....CONTINUED

So, you might ask; How  does i t feel to be in the 'second place 2,000+ pound club'? We can tel l  you that i t is ver y cool! 
Pumpkin growers are the fr iendliest folks that you could ever  meet: unself ishly shar ing grow ing tips and rooting for  
each other  to grow  a monster ! Whi le weigh-offs are fun for  a l i ttle fr iendly competi tion, in r eal i ty we are al l  in 
competi tion w ith our selves, learning ways from fel low  growers to grow  a bigger , heavier , per sonal best. In fact, the 
contest w inner , Ron Wallace, gave us the seed that grew  our  2017.5, just one example of pumpkin folks helping others 
to grow.

To sum i t up, ?Even a bl ind squir r el can f ind a nut once in a whi le.? We found ours in the 2017.5, and we hope that you 
w i l l  f ind yours, so that you can exper ience that exhi larating moment when you realize that you just became a member  
of the 'Second Place 2,000+ pound club' and you really don?t care about w inning the contest."

Lor elee Zyw iec: " Leading up to the year  of 2015, I  had lucki ly been a step ahead of 
Josiah Brandt at the scale. The night before Sti l lwater  Har vest Fest, when we picked 
my 1781, we preweighed i t and i t tipped the scale that only went up to 2000 
pounds. There were a number  of ver y large pumpkins that ar r ived in Sti l lwater  
and I felt I  would be for tunate i f  I  made one of the top three. Seeing my 1781 weigh 
2109 was astonishing and a victor y! Losing this time to Josiah was just f ine. He 
earned i t by 76 pounds! I  am proud of him and w i l l  always look for ward to seeing 
him at the scale."

Pete Vander wei l en:   "I t 's a good club to be in; I t means you grew  an awesome 
pumpkin. The year  I grew  the 
2004, I  was ver y focused on 
my goal of 2000#. I  was so happy to r each the goal that getting 
second place did not matter. I  had no idea that Der ick had a good 
one. I  was the f i r st to shake his hand and congratulate him. They 
weighed mine f i r st. I  was ver y happy that he grew  a 2047 kin!! 

To me i t was al l  about hi tting my goal and being happy that a 
grower  I just met did well  and hi t his goal also. The  r eal iztion 
that I  did not get f i r st place didn't hi t me for  a few  weeks. I   do 
keep him beat on the long gourds though!!!! I  hope he beats me 
again so I up my game. "

I  am sure that the 2019 weigh off season will bring  a  few more 
inductees into this small club. Every year, more and more 2000 pound pumpkins are grown, so chances are it will become 
increasingly common to see multiple one ton fruit at the weigh offs.  Whether you pull off the win, or get second place, be 
proud of your AMAZING accomplishment!



Across t he Com m onwealt h: Belgium 's Pat ch Tours -Luc Ber rens

Kast er lee, 
Belgium

Growers

Tour

On July 6th we made our first pumpkin tour of the year. The intention was to 

look at the pumpkins of the growers who were present. This is very 

interesting for growers who have not been busy for very long. Because of 

the beautiful summer day, we went by bike to the various pumpkin fields. 

We regularly had a break to enjoy the delicious Belgian beer. It was nice to 

note that several growers from Kasterlee were again doing very well. We are 

already looking forward to the next patch tour.

 

Across t he Com m onwealt h: Belgium 's Pat ch Tours -Luc Ber rens

Time for a break! Herman Boonen

Luc Vanheuckelom Paul Boonen



Across t he Com m onwealt h: Belgium 's Pat ch Tours - Take 2!
-Luc Ber rens

On Saturday  August 31st, The Kasterlee Giant  Pumpkin  Growers held their second patch 
tour. Our first stop was at Jan Biermans' house. Jan had made a nice pumpkin decoration for 
his house. Last year  Jan grew  2138 pounds. Jan will be very happy if he can achieve that 
result this year. Our second stop was at Marcel Dierckx' place. He was  2017 rookie of the year 
with 1824.3 pounds.  Marcel is doing well again.  We also visited Jef Leysen. Jef was growing a 
nice squash. We rode by bicycle past many pumpkin fields. At the end of the day we arrived at 
the largest pumpkin at Luc Vanheuckelom's. His pumpkin weighed around 1900 pounds and 
comes from the 1928 Daletas.  We ended the day with a delicious barbeque. We had a great 
time and learned a lot.

Jan BiermansPumpkin decorations

Left: Jef Leysen Middle: Luc Vanheuckelom Right: Bike race



Guidelines for  t he HOWARD DILL AWARD  
This prestigious and highly sought-after award is in honor of 
Howard Dil l , known as the ?Father of Giant Pumpkin 
Growing?, from Windsor Nova Scotia.  His love of big, 
beautiful, orange pumpkins is the reason for this award.  
Color, symmetry, and size are the key elements for having 
success in this category. Honesty and fair competition were 
also very important to Howard, and the GPC is committed to 
uphold these beliefs. In order to help achieve all the above, 
the GPC has established these rules and recommendations 
for our sites. 

 RULES: 

VARIETY ? Dill?s Atlantic Giant; No other varieties are allowed. 

CONDITION OF FRUIT ? All GPC RULES APPLY 

FOREIGN SUBSTANCE ? AS PER GPC RULES 

The entry must be free of any and all foreign substances. This includes but is not limited to: 
 -         Oils of any type 

 -         Wax of any type 

 -         Buffing agents of any type 

 -         The entry must be shown in its natural state. (The grower is allowed to hand rub or buff 
the entry to smooth out the natural shine and color. 

DMG ent r ies are not  allowed. 
If the Judge/Judges believe any of the above criteria is not met then the entry can be disqualified 

and the Judges decision will be FINAL. 

If a grower is found to be a repeat offender they can be banned from further competitions. 

RECOMMENDATIONS- If a site allows exhibition entries (EXH), these may qualify for the HD 

award. 

Continued next page...



HOWARD DILL AWARD...Cont inued  
JUDGING ? Determining the winner of the Howard Dill Award 

A) Qualities to look for are a smooth orange/orange-red color. 

B) Symmetry of the fruit and freeness of sag lines and mis-shaped areas 
C) SIZE ? most sites have a 500 pound minimum however small sites and sites located in 

challenging locations may decide to lower or eliminate the size requirement. 

VOTING ? There are many ways of determining the winner of this award and all are acceptable, 

however the G.P.C. RECOMMENDATIONS are: Every Giant Pumpkin contestant is given one vote 

and they may vote for their own providing it meets the above criteria. In the event of a tie, the 

heaviest entry wins. 



New GPC Hall of Fame Criteria
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New GPC Hall of Fame Criteria: Continued...

 
 

 

 

?  Nominations for the HOF will be submitted by the Regions. We will be communicating to all clubs who in 
turn hopefully will communicate with other clubs in their Region to come up with a worthy nominee. Any 
nomination they submit must come from within that Region.

?  Club presidents will submit the nominee along with a bio to their GPC Regional Committee Rep. If they 
can?t agree on just one, the Committee will accept up to two per Region, but only one will move forward 
for consideration per region. GPC Reps will both work with and help oversee these nominations in their 
Regions. This will help ensure the worthiness of these nominations to be on the ballot.

Nominations that do not meet the above criteria will not be accepted.

?  HOF members from the nominee?s region will be consulted as part of the vetting process.

?  Voting on nomination acceptance and ballots will be done by the GPC Executive Committee with open 
vote during online GPC meetings.

The Committee feels that all Regions have the right to nominate any grower who they believe is worthy of 
this great honor, from within their region. The only exception would be current GPC Committee members.

This year the Committee will be seeking to find nominations for well deserving growers from our 5 
Regions that have no representation in the HOF.

We feel the 4 candidates in last year?s election, Jim Sherwood, John Vincent, Joel Holland, and Don Young, 
and will be in the running again within the new process.

A Grower Team will be considered as one nomination.

After this year the Committee would like to but not necessarily, induct 2 new members into the HOF per 
year.

It is recommended the length of BIO?s submitted by the regions be no longer than 3 pages. 2 to 3 pages 
should be ample space to list the grower?s attributes for nomination ballot.

The time for receiving nominations will be from October 15 to Nov 15. All voting will be completed in 2-3 
weeks and shortly thereafter the winners will be notified.

-GPC Committee



Ear ly Weigh Off Highl ights: Woodstock Fair
By: Joe Jutras

Grow ing giant fr ui t and vegetables is only half  the fun. Br inging them to a fair  to get weighed on a scale is 
the r eason most of us growers do i t. We tr y to beat our  per sonal best from previous years. Ever y year  we 

tr y to improve our  grow ing techniques; f ine tuning our  ski l ls that we 
have learned from seminars, patch tour s, and talking to other  
growers. 

In our  New  England area, we have lots of choices; from the ear l iest 
being Marshfield Fair  which was August 17th , to NHGPGA on October  
19th, which is over  a span of 9 weeks. There are a total of 18 
weighoffs: 9 GPC, and 9 Independent. I  per sonally l ike going to a GPC 
Sanctioned weigh off  events. The entr ies are judged, r uled, and l isted 
according to GPC standards. The f i r st of the GPC weigh offs is the 
Woodstock Fair  located in Woodstock, CT. 

Celebrating 159 years, the Woodstock Fair  always takes place Labor  
Day weekend. This year  the fair  r an from August 30th to September  2 

nd . I t is a great small tow n fair  fun for  the whole fami ly. Enter tainment such as blueber r y eating contests, 
wheel bar rel r aces, f lap jack toss, scarecrow  contests, and tr actor , ox, and horse pulls. There are farm 
animals of al l  kinds, a bir thing center , you name i t they have i t. A large midway w ith r ides and food 
vendors w ith ever ything fr ied from tw inkies, snickers, and ice cream. For  the ?health conscious eater s? 
fr ied veggies. My favor i te being fr ied clams. This year  on the 
main stage was Woodstock battle of the bands commemorating 
50 years since the Bethel, NY concer t. Al l  local Connecticut 
bands played music for  the histor ic concer t and i t was great!!! 
Each night they had a di f ferent band l ike Skid Row , Ronnie 
Mi lsap, Maddie and Tae, and Randy Houser  to f inish up Monday 
night. 

A big thanks to Gene Lar iviere, Team Pumpkin, and al l  the 
volunteers who worked dur ing the four  day event to make i t the 
success that i t was. I t al l  star ts the Thursday Night pr ior  to 
opening day. Growers star t show ing up around 4 or  5 at night. 
Growers br ing their  favor i te dish and we al l  have great food. 

One of the best 
things about this 
event is the fr iendly 
atmosphere. Al l  of the pumpkins are on display for  ever yone to 
enjoy. There are poster s show ing how  growers star t seeds in 
pots then move them outdoors into small green houses 
tr aining vines poll inating fr ui t and attending to plants up unti l  
har vest. Most people are ver y interested to see how  much 
work go into grow ing giant pumpkins and are amazed at how  
much water  is used and how  much weight they can put on 
w ithin 24 hours. Since growers are star ting their  grow ing 
season ear l ier  than ever , i ts nice to have a weigh off  to br ing 
your  ear ly r ipening fr ui t to. Growers who have multiple fr ui t 
always have at least one that has stopped grow ing or  bad 
shaped fr ui t that might not make i t to other  weigh offs 4-6 
weeks away. My 1911 x 1928 was 69 days old when I decided I 

had enough of wonder ing whether  each time I looked at that di l l  r ingand r ibbed inter section wonder ing i f  
today was the day I was going to see that dreaded pinhole. You don?t see that many fr ui ts make i t to the 
scales in October  looking l ike she would have looked. Taping 1858 pounds doing 21 pounds per  day at 
har vest, August 29 th , hoping to go 8% heavy to make i t over  2,000 pounds. However , that did not happen. 
She weighed 1,750 pounds, which was 6% l ight. I t must have been she didn?t have time to r each middle 
age. That?s my stor y and I?m sticking to i t LOL. 

Wishing ever yone nice weather  and great taper  dow ns for  a PB at the scales. 



The 
Dir t

Things  dug  up  f r om  bigpumpkins.com

Mobymikeguide (Team 
Beard) from Wisconsin has 
been growing his 2283 
Barlow-Jacobus on a scale 
all year, and it has been a 
very interesting journey! It is 
weighing in slightly over its 
estimate. As of mid 
September it finally hit 2000 
pounds!

The last few years 
haven't been kind to 
Henry the Giant 
Pumpkin Grower; he 
keeps losing his 
pumpkins before the 
weighoffs, but this year, 
we are all rooting hard 
for his 1928 Daletas and 
1911 Urena as they pack 
on the pounds 
propelling him toward a 
personal best!

Pork Chop grew a new world 
record tomato! Named "Wilson", it 
weighed in at 9.65 pounds with a 
circumference of 29.5 inches! 
Check out his diary for a YouTube 
link documenting the weighing.

  
Ruben Mendi of Spain set a new Spanish record for giant 
pumpkin with his fruit named, "Gloria", with his 2183 pounder 
weighed in Valtierra, Spain.

Huge Congratulations to 
Nick McCaslin on his 
awesome new World 
Record Cantaloupe of 
67.11 lbs! 

What is going on this year with the squash? The 
board has been super quiet all year...crickets....just 
crickets... leading some to speculate it may be the 
least grown fruit of 2019.

The GPC published the new 
Howard Dill Award rules and 
growers of orange 
overwhelmingly agree that the 
GROWERS should vote for the 
most beautiful pumpkin!

What a year for pumpkin 
grower Dale Marshall. On 8/27 
at the 14th Annual Alaska 
Midnight Sun Great Pumpkin 
Weigh-Off in Palmer at the 
Alaska State Fair, Dale entered 
his heaviest pumpkin yet 
weighing in at 2051 pounds! 
Excellent entry surpassing the 
1 ton mark. He squashed his 
2018 State Record of 1471.5 by 
a whopping 580 pounds! 
Congratulations Dale!

  



 
 

 

 

With all of the advancements concerning the goal of increasing yields, nothing seems to have more research 
behind it than the effects of carbon dioxide on growing plants. It has been used for tomato, lettuce and 
cannabis production with claims of up to a 30% increase in yields, but this has been promised before, and 
grower results typically fail to approach the advertisement. One important point to note is that a yield 
increase will only be seen 
if other environmental 
factors (nutrients, light, 
water, temperature) are at 
optimal levels.

While in certain areas of 
the world there may be a 
real advantage to growing 
in a greenhouse, in 
southern New England it 
can create more 
challenges. So if someone 
is choosing to consider a 
structure, they need to 
also take into account how 
they are going to meet the 
challenges they will, in 
part, be creating. The 
three conditions to focus 
on addressing are heat, 
water, and ventilation.

For my set up, I had started compiling materials about five years ago, and this was the first year everything 
came together to justify a full season field trial. While I normally grow six plants, this year I cut down to only 
two. My goal from the beginning was to create as close to two identical sites as possible and grow two of the 
same seeds; the only difference was that one would be in a greenhouse-like structure and the other would 
be a traditional outdoor method of growing.

Background inform at ion: The CO 2 levels naturally in the atmosphere are around 400ppm, and levels 
above 5,000ppm are considered hazardous to humans. The ideal enrichment level is debated, but the 
general consensus is 700ppm to 1200ppm as the accepted range. My goal was the 900-1000ppm level. Keep 
in mind that as CO 2 levels increase, the plant will likely require more nutrients and can use a greater 
percentage of the light it is exposed to. This will also impact the stomata of the plant (small pores that 
regulate water and gas exchange).

Grow ing Giant Pumpk ins With Carbon 
Diox ide Enrichment

By: M att DeBacco



Ear ly Spr ing:

This was field preparation where 17 cubic yards of leaf compost were added to each 40ft x 32ft (1,280sq.ft.) 
growing area, along with 30cubic feet of peat moss and 50 lbs. of calcitic lime to help ensure the pH 
remains stable. Then my other amendments were added and tilled in.

Apr il: St ruct ure Assem bly

While the plants (1989.5 dmg Daletas 2017) were started, the main structure was short a few parts, so 
plants were initially placed in traditional cold frames as the larger structure was built around the typically 
used cold frame. However, from the day the structure plant went in the ground, the environment was 
maximized. Inside the cold frame there was a Ceramic Metal Halide(CMH) light with a Philips Green Power 
Master Color 3,100K bulb. In addition, carbon dioxide controller was added to help enrich the small 
environment of the cold frame. I decided to run it at 900ppm and only have it activated during light hours. I 
was increasing the total hours of light with the artificial light, so the dosing was longer than the actual day 
length.

May: St ruct ure Funct ional

By early May, the 32ft. wide x 40ft. long and 12ft. high structure was assembled, and the 6mil greenhouse 
grade poly was attached. On the inside, irrigation was supplied with drip tape that was spaced every 9 
inches with 8 inch emitter spacing (which is about double the density of my outdoor plant).

 

Grow ing Giant Pumpk ins With Carbon Diox ide Enrichment
Continued...



Grow ing Giant Pumpk ins With Carbon Diox ide Enrichment
Continued...

With a sealed structure, ventilation is important, so there are two fans that run 24-hours to help 
circulate and mix the air. One fan is at the top of the structure and one low to help ensure an even 
carbon dioxide distribution. In addition, there are two 42? intake ventilation shutters and one 42? 
exhaust shutter that has a 42? industrial fan that comes on to force the air out when the temperature 
reaches 87F. One important note is that the vents all have Protek Net 25 gr (very fine) insect netting 
eliminating the chance that insects from the outside will enter the structure even during the venting 

process.

Once the plant outgrew the smaller cold frame, it 
was allowed to expand in its full sized structure 
with the CO 2 levels maintained around 
850-1000ppm. Note: If you use a torpedo heater 
to heat a growing area, the CO 2 levels will spike 
close to 5,000ppm, which is the level that 
becomes of concern for human health.

June: Plant  Com par ison

While my outdoor (control) plant area was only 4 
sq.ft. smaller than my biggest pumpkin plant to 
date, the indoor plant area with the carbon 
dioxide enrichment was on a different level as it 
was almost double the size! So, in short, carbon 

dioxide has a large impact on plant growth. I was using 50lb CO 2 tanks, but remember, this is only the 
weight of the carbon dioxide; the bottle and CO 2 is close to 170 pounds. The growing area uses one of 
these bottles about every 12 days.

July: Adjust m ent s

With literally the hottest July on record (records date back to 1905), I 
did not have any leaf burn, which is partly due to the ventilation 
system and misters I have set up, but I was looking for an 

additional way to try and reduce the heat. 
After taking light readings, I decided to go 
with 30% shade netting to cover my 
structure. If I was not enriching with CO 2 , I 
might go up to 40% or more, but the 
plants can use more of the available light 
when in the presence of elevated CO 2 
levels.

In addition, I was noticing during venting, 
the CO 2 levels were dropping below 
ambient CO 2 levels, which was due to the 
fact that the plants were using a lot of 

carbon during the heat of the day, but the air was not moving fast enough to replenish the CO 2 at the 
rate the plants were using it. This could be due to the fact that when the ventilation system comes on, 
the CO 2 enrichment turns off, so it is not exhausted out. However, with the issue I was seeing, I 
decided to implement an additional CO 2 regulation system to ensure the levels do not drop below 
ambient levels of 400ppm.



Grow ing Giant Pumpk ins With Carbon Diox ide Enrichment
Continued...

August : Pum pk in Grow t h

This is where I am currently a bit perplexed; the pumpkin growth on my indoor and outdoor pumpkins 
was very similar and in both cases lackluster. Now, I was unable to provide a full season fair comparison 
because my outdoor plant contracted yellow vine decline and stopped growing while my indoor plant got 
Fusarium, and I had to remove about 1/3 of the plant.

In it ial In-Season Thought s

Carbon dioxide can certainly help improve plant growth as long as all other environmental factors are 
optimized. 
However, there 
does not seem to be 
a direct translation 
into pumpkin 
growth. This is a bit 
bewildering, but 
early season there 
are certainly some 
advantages.

Ideal level is hard to 
determine with my 
set up, but 
1000ppm would be 
a good goal to use 
as a preset.

The structure does 
increase 
temperature, which 
can also encourage 
disease, so be 
mindful that disease 
pressure will 
typically start earlier 
in the season than 
normal.



Grow ing Giant Pumpk ins With Carbon Diox ide Enrichment
Continued...

CO 2 Relat ed Equipm ent  Used:

Main Enrichment: Titan Atlas 8 Digital CO 2 
Controller with Fuzzy Logic (Cost: $508.20) This 
controller may be on the expensive side, but you 
get what you pay for. (The term ?buy once, cry 
once? comes to mind.) The features it has allow for 
it to properly dose the CO 2 as not to overshoot the 
target by that much and it will also turn off when 
the ventilation system comes on. Also, the sensor 
has a photo cell to ensure it will only dose CO 2 
during light hours.

Additional System: Titan Atlas 9 Digital CO 2 Controller with Fuzzy Logic (Cost: $272.58) This system 
was set to maintain levels at the ambient levels of 400ppm. It will dose during periods of light 
regardless if the ventilation system is on or not.

Delivery Tubing: 100ft. Titan Rain System (Cost: $42.45) This is 100ft long tubing that has holes 
laser-drilled to allow for even distribution in and around the plant.

Regulators: Aura Systems CO 2 Regulator and Valve (Cost: $87.50) Each one of these is attached to 
the compressed CO 2 bottle and is connected to the controller which will open the valve when CO 2 
is needed. On the actual regulator, the flow of CO 2 can be adjusted. If the flow rate is too high, the 
regulator will actually freeze up due to the cooling effect of the CO 2 . I have found that the 20-25 
SCFH (Standard Cubic Feet per Hour) is the ideal flow rate.

50lb bottle: 1$ per day rental fee and $67.00 from local Air Gas with distributor pick-up. 

Be sure to check out my diary ?Matt D.? on bigpumpkins.com



v iva  l as  vegas!The  big  showFeb. 28- Mar . 1
Regist er    onl ine  now!



Jack's       Stats

The Top Ten Pum pk ins of  Each Year
1 2005 1,469.00 Checkon, Larry Northern Cambria Pennsylvania 

2 2005 1,443.00 Palmer, Scott Coventry Rhode Island 

3 2005 1,407.30 Wolf, Andy Little Valley  New York 

4 2005 1,344.50 Rose, Jerry Huntsburg  Ohio 

5 2005 1,333.00 Connolly, Steve Sharon   Massachusetts 

6 2005 1,332.00 Werner, Quinn  Saegertown  Pennsylvania 

7 2005 1,327.50 Dueck, Bryan St. Catherines  Ontario 

8 2005 1,314.80 Beauchemin, Jim Goffstown  New Hampshire 

9 2005 1,312.00 Sperry, Steve Johnston  Rhode Island 

10 2005 1,310.50 Macari, Fred Greene  Rhode Island 

   Avg: 1,359.36 

     

1 2006 1,502.00 Wallace, Ron Greene  Rhode Island 

2 2006 1,450.00 Wallace, Dick Greene Rhode Island 

3 2006 1,446.50 Werner, Quinn Saegertown Pennsylvania 

4 2006 1,355.50 Marion, Andre Penetanguishene Ontario 

5 2006 1,347.50 Wallace, Ron Greene Rhode Island 

6 2006 1,333.00 Conley & Wiget South Bloomingville Ohio 

7 2006 1,327.50 Parks, Tim Canfield Ohio 

8 2006 1,315.00 LaRue, Jack Tenino Washington 

9 2006 1,310.00 Slusarek, Pierre Latuque Quebec 

10 2006 1,308.50 McKie, Dan/Jason Gasport New York     

    Avg: 1,369.55     

1  2007 1,689.00 Jutras, Joe North Scituate Rhode Island 

2 2007 1,662.00 Young, Don Des Moines Iowa 

3 2007 1,631.50 McKie Dan & Jason Gasport New York 

4 2007 1,566.00 Rodonis, Bill Litchfield New Hampshire 

5 2007 1,556.50 Werner, Quinn Saegertown Pennsylvania 

6 2007 1,537.00 Stelts, Dave & Carol Enon Valley Pennsylvania 

7 2007 1,535.50 Glasier, Pete Parker Colorado 

8 2007 1,527.50 Stelts, Dave & Carol Enon Valley Pennsylvania 

9 2007 1,521.50 Razo, Steve New Middletown Ohio 

10 2007 1,470.00 Wallace, Ron Greene Rhode Island     

     Avg: 1,569.65  



Jack's Stats

The Top Ten Pum pk ins of  Each Year  Cont inued...

1 2008 1,536.50 Van Kooten, Jake Port Alberni British Columbia 

2 2008 1,528.00  Starr, Thad Pleasant Hill Oregon 

3 2008 1,521.50 Werner, Quinn Saegertown Pennsylvania 

4 2008 1,507.00  Jutras, Joe North Scituate Rhode Island 

5 2008 1,483.50 Werner, Quinn  Saegertown Pennsylvania 

6 2008 1,472.50 Werner, Quinn Saegertown Pennsylvania 

7  2008 1,467.00 Perham, Brad & Walt Bothell Washington 

8 2008 1,464.00 Dwelly, Wesley Oakham Massachusetts 

9 2008 1,462.00 Holland, Joel Sumner Washington 

10 2008 1,459.00 Sundstrom, R&D Walton  New York  

     Avg:1,490.10 

1 2009  1,725.00 Harp, Christy Massillon Ohio 

2 2009  1,678.00 Hunt, Jane and Phil Ontario Canasa

3 2009 1,662.50 Stelts, Dave and Carol Enon Valley Pennsylvania 

4 2009 1,658.00 Young, Don Des Moines Iowa 

5 2009 1,636.00 Liggett, Bob/Jo Circleville Ohio 

6 2009 1,622.00 Young, Don Des Moines Iowa 

7 2009 1,596.00 Wallace, Ron Greene Rhode Island 

8 2009 1,579.00 Revier, Chad New London Minnesota 

9 2009 1,569.50 Gronski, Ray Pulaski Wisconsin 

10 2009 1,557.00 Hilstolsky, Dave Wyoming  Pennsylvania  

     Avg: 1,628.30

1 2010 1,810.50 Stevens, Chris New Richmond Wisconsin 

2 2010 1,725.00 Sweet, Ken Washington Michigan 

3 2010 1,675.00 Hopkins, John New Richmond Wisconsin 

4 2010 1,674.50 Connolly, Steve Sharon Massachusetts 

5 2010 1,674.00 Marsh, Kevin Parker South Dakota 

6 2010 1,663.00 Zoellner, Jeff Clayton Ohio 

7 2010 1,645.50 Bordsen, B & E  Marysville California 

8 2010 1,634.00 Werner, Quinn Saegertown Pennsylvania 

9 2010 1,622.00 Liggett, Bob Circleville Ohio 

10 2010 1,618.20 Bryson, Jim and Kelsey Ormstown Quebec  

     Avg:1,674.17 



Jack's Stats

The Top Ten Pum pk ins of  Each Year  Cont inued...
1 2011 1,818.50 Bryson, Jim/Kelsey Ormstown Quebec 

2 2011 1,807.50 Stelts, Dave & Carol Enon Valley Pennsylvania 

3 2011 1,704.00 Urena, Leonardo Napa California 

4 2011 1,693.00 Bordsen, B&E Marysville California 

5 2011 1,684.00 Urena, Leonardo Napa California 

6 2011 1,676.00 Checkon, Gerry Northern Cambria Pennsylvania 

7 2011 1,668.50 DeNigris & Moore, Gloucester Massachusetts 

8 2011 1,661.00 Jutras, Joe North Scituate Rhode Island 

9 2011 1,657.60 Bryson, Jim/Kelsey Ormstown Quebec 

10 2011 1,657.00 Marsh, Kevin Parker South Dakota 

     Avg: 1,702.71  

  

  

1 2012 2,009.00 Wallace, Ron Greene Rhode Island 

2 2012 1,872.00 Wallace, Ronald Greene Rhode Island 

3 2012 1,843.50 Geddes, Steve Boscawen New Hampshire 

4 2012 1,811.00 Graham, Carl Donkin Nova Scotia 

5 2012 1,778.50 Daletas, Steve Pleasant Hill Oregon 

6 2012 1,775.00 Starr, Thad Pleasant Hill Oregon 

7 2012 1,770.50 Lieber, Charles Lexington Massachusetts 

8 2012 1,756.00 Lancaster, Woodrow Topsfield Massachusetts 

9 2012 1,753.00 Bryson, Jim/Kelsey Ormstown Quebec 

10 2012 1,730.50 Werner, Quinn Saegertown Pennsylvania 

     Avg: 1,809.90  

  

1 2013 2,032.00 Mathison, Tim Napa California 

2 2013 1,985.00 Miller, Gary Napa California 

3 2013 1,894.00 Mathison, Tim Napa California 

4 2013 1,874.50 Mathison, Tim Napa California 

5 2013 1,813.00 Northrup, Bill&Dawn Sussex New Brunswick 

6 2013 1,791.00 Holland, Joel Sumner Washington 

7 2013 1,784.00 Glasier, Pete/Cindi Parker Colorado 

8 2013 1,783.50 Stevens, Chris New Richmond Wisconsin 

9 2013 1,779.50 Werner, Joe Richville Minnesota 

10 2013 1,766.50 DeBacco, Matthew Rocky Hill Connecticut  

     Avg: 1,850.30  



Jack's Stats

The Top Ten Pum pk ins of  Each Year  Cont inued...
1 2014 2,323.70 Meier, Beni Pfungen Switzerland 

2 2014 2,102.00 Meier, Beni Pfungen Switzerland

3 2014 2,096.60 Meier, Beni Pfungen Switzerland

4 2014 2,058.00 Hawkley, John Napa California 

5 2014 2,036.00 Glasier, Pete/Cindi Parker Colorado 

6 2014 2,008.00 Neptune, Bill New Concord Ohio 

7 2014 2,002.00 Hawkley, John Napa California 

8 2014 1,970.00 Globus, Rob Walnut Grove California 

9 2014 1,969.00 Haist, Karl Clarence Center New York 

10 2014 1,951.00 Brungard, Matt New Middletown Ohio 

     Avg:2,051.63  

  

  

1 2015 2,230.50 Wallace, Ron Greene Rhode Island 

2 2015 2,185.00 Brandt, Josiah Rudloph Wisconsin 

3 2015 2,145.50 McMullen, Gene Streator Illinois 

4 2015 2,109.00 Zywiec, Lorelee New Richmond Wisconsin 

5 2015 2,034.00 Barlow, John & Merri Gays Mills Wisconsin 

6 2015 2,020.50 Werner, Quinn Saegertown Pennsylvania 

7 2015 2,017.00 Martin, G & M Kaukauna Wisconsin 

8 2015 1,998.50 Jutras, Joe North Scituate Rhode Island 

9 2015 1,997.00 Daletas, Steve Pleasant Hill Oregon 

10 2015 1,992.50 Vincent, Gary Plainville Connecticut 

     Avg: 2,072.95  

  

  

1 2016 2,624.60 Willemijns, Mathias Deurle Belgium

2 2016 2,261.00 Wallace, Dick Greene Rhode Island 

3 2016 2,252.30 Paton, Ian & Stuart Everton nr.Lymington England 

4 2016 2,106.00 Schmit, Mike Markesan Wisconsin 

5 2016 2,095.50 Willemijns, Mathias Deurle Belgium

6 2016 2,075.50 Connolly, Steve Sharon Massachusetts 

7 2016 2,066.00 Geddes, Steve Boscawen New Hampshire 

8 2016 2,063.50 Willemijns, Mathias Deurle Belgium

9 2016 2,058.50 Rose, Jerry Huntsburg Ohio 

10 2016 2,048.10 Willemijns, Mathias Deurle Belgium

     Avg: 2,165.10 



Jack's Stats

The Top Ten Pum pk ins of  Each Year  Cont inued...
1 2017 2,363.00 Holland, Joel Sumner Washington 

2 2017 2,269.40 Paton, Ian & Stuart Everton nr. Lymington England 

3 2017 2,228.90 Willemijns, Mathias Deurle East Flanders Belgium  

4 2017 2,150.00 Skinner, Todd & Donna Barnesville Ohio 

5 2017 2,112.00 Skinner, Todd & Donna Barnesville Ohio 

6 2017 2,095.00 Brandt, Josiah Wisconsin Rapids Wisconsin 

7 2017 2,090.50 Stelts, Dave & Carol Enon Valley Pennsylvania 

8 2017 2,048.10 Paton, Ian and Stuart Everton nr. Lymington England

9 2017 2,043.50 Clementz, Mark Michigan Michigan

10 2017 2,031.60 Mendi, Ruben Basque Country Spain

     Avg: 2,143.20  

  

1 2018 2,528.00 Geddes, Steve Boscawen New Hampshire 

2 2018 2,469.00 Daletas, Steve Pleasant Hill Oregon 

3 2018 2,433.90 Paton, Ian & Stuart Everton nr. Lymington England 

4 2018 2,416.50 Haist, Karl Clarence Center New York 

5 2018 2,283.00 Barlow / Jacobus Gays Mills Wisconsin 

6 2018 2,170.00 Daletas, Steve Pleasant Hill Oregon 

7 2018 2,166.00 Cutrupi, Stefano Radda  Chianti Tuscany , Italy

8 2018 2,157.50 Daletas, Steve Pleasant Hill Oregon 

9 2018 2,152.00 Gantner, Debbie Oshkosh Wisconsin 

10 2018 2,138.90 Biermans, Jan Kasterlee Antwerp , Belgium

     Avg: 2,291.48   

COMPILED  BY  JACK  LARUE



Sat urday, Sept em ber  21, 2019 ? Thursday, 
Oct ober  31, 2019 

10 a.m .?6 p.m . 

NYBG gets a Halloween makeover with a sea 
of gourds of all shapes and sizes, a host of silly 

scarecrows, and frightfully fun activities. 
Experience the thrills and chills of the season 
with visits from creepy creatures of the night, 

after-dark adventures, and the arrival of 
monstrous pumpkins. 

Explore the Spooky Pumpkin Garden 

Open All Day for Exploration 

Guided Activities: Weekdays; 1:30?5:30 p.m.; 

Saturdays & Sundays; 10 a.m.?5:30 p.m. 

PROUD 

SUPPORTER OF

 THE GREAT PUMPKIN

 COMMONWEALTH



SUPPORT  OUR  SPONSORS:

Did you  miss t he pr ev ious  edit ion  of  

GPC Common  Gr ound? No wor r ies! 

Look on t he websit e  f or  t he back 

issue:

www.gpc1.org

Origin Offer 

EXTENDED 

through Nov. 

15!



 2019    Or der      Cal endar :

oRDER BY nOVEMBER  22
sHIP dATE dECEMBER  13

NEW  GPC  APPAREL!

Now  that the Big Show  is behind us, don't forget to cash in 
your  award cer ti f icates for  GPC merchandise! Visi t the 
website w w w.gpc1.org for  a ful l  selection of shir ts, coats, hats 
and other  logo wear ! 

Also, si te coordinator s, the logo wear  makes a GREAT 
addition to your  pr ize packages to growers, or  as a token of 
grati tude for  your  si te volunteers and your  valuable 
sponsors!

BIG SHOW WINNERS:

Visit   t he  GPC  st or e  on t he  websit e  f or   mor e!



IT'S FALL...LET'S WEIGH  SOME BIG ONES!

 Cont act  Your  GPC 
Represent at ives:

Submit  ar t icl es  t o  
t he  GPC  Common  

Gr ound!
Thank you for reading Edition 3 of The GPC Common Ground! It is 
my hope to publish a newsletter that reflects the interests of giant 
fruit and vegetable growers as well as provide educational content, 
grower features, event recaps, club spotlights, and regional 
highlights. 

It is the intent of the GPC board to provide this newsletter to 
growers worldwide as a means to exchange information, grow 
community, and advance the weights of giant produce. 

Article submissions are welcome! GPC Common Ground will be by 
growers, for growers. 

GPC Common Ground will be published a minimum of three times 
per year and sent via email to subscribers. To subscribe, visit with 
GPC website: www.gpc1.org. Archived newsletters will be posted on 
the GPC website.

Please direct feedback, photos, inquiries and article submissions to:

Cindy Tobeck

cindy@gpc1.org

Please use subject  l ine: Com m on Ground 

 

Gary"Wizzy" Grande
President

wiz@gpc1.org 

  

Mario Jaglarz
Vice President
Mario@gpc1.org
International Sites 

  

Kelly Klinker
Treasurer

kelly@gpc1.org
Great Lakes   

Laverne 
Wojciechowski
Secretary
Laverne@gpc1.org
Central/West Canada 

  

Elijah Meck
Elijah@gpc1.org

The South 

  

Andy Corbin
andy@gpc1.org
Plains & Rocky 
Mountains 

  

Todd Kline
todd@gpc1.org

Ontario & Quebec 

Jeff Reid
Jeff@gpc1.org
Eastern Canada
Tomato Coordinator

Gary Miller
gary@gpc1.org

Pacific Coast AK,HI
 

  

Woody Lancaster
woody@gpc1.org
Northeast 

    

Jack LaRue
jack@gpc1.org

Historian 

  

Cindy Tobeck
cindy@gpc1.org
Newsletter 

Pete Caspers
Pete@gpc1.org

NEW Central Region!
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